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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Continued on page 2.

 Every year it is the largest celebration 
around the world.  Most holidays get a single 
day, but Christmas is emphasized for a whole 
month, one twelfth of every year.  Billions 
set aside their normal routines to decorate 
their homes, send cards, buy gifts, go to par-
ties, attend church services, sing Christmas 
songs, travel distances to be with friends 
and family, and even watch the Hallmark 
Channel Christmas shows.  Christmas sights 
and sounds are everywhere.  There are stores, 
and even careers dedicated to preparing for 
and celebrating Christmas.  When Christmas 
comes, you can’t miss it…it’s everywhere.
 If you stop to think about it, it’s pretty 
amazing that the simple, unassuming birth of 
a peasant boy born two thousand years ago in 
the Middle East has caused such commotion.  
His birthday causes traffic jams in places all 
over the world in places like New York City, 
Tokyo, and Rio de Janeiro.
 Have you ever realized that every time 
you check your calendar or refer to a date or 
write one down, you are using Jesus Christ 
as your reference point.  Because of Jesus, 
history is divided into BC (before Christ) and 
AD (anno Domini, in the year of the Lord).  
Every other event in history and every event 
on your calendar today is dated by how many 
days and years it has been since Jesus Christ 
appeared on earth.
 Even your birthday is dated by his birth-
day.
 The angel said that Christmas would 

Why is Christmas Such a Big Deal?
bring “great joy… for all 
people.”  Really?  For 
many, getting ready for 
Christmas is more of a hassle than a source 
of happiness.  It is a source of stress.  They 
feel pressure, not pleasure.  They endure 
Christmas rather than enjoy it.
 There are many possible reasons you 
might feel uneasy, lonely, or even depressed 
during the Christmas season.  Christmas may 
be the last thing you feel like celebrating.  It 
might remind you of losses, or hurts, or how 
much things have changed.  It may be that 
you are just exhausted and worn out from 
all that happened in your life this past year.  
God really does care deeply about how you 
feel.  
 Regardless of where you are, or how you 
feel, Christmas really is the best news you 
could get.  Beneath all the sights and sounds 
of Christmas are some simple yet profound 
truths that can transform your life.  Let 
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Packing Date: 
Wed., Dec. 12th @ 12:45 pm

Continued from page 1. Community Thanksgiving Dinner
 United Methodist Church members - there are 
no words to express our gratitude for all you’ve 
done to make the 2nd Annual Thanksgiving Com-
munity dinner a success. Our ‘thank-you seems so 
small compared to all the food you made, donated 
and you’re helping hands, but it comes from our 
hearts.                                
 Your generosity enabled us to serve over 160 
guests. Thank you so much!  
Helen, Marianne and Martha 
(Turkey Team plus a host of others) 

yourself be immersed in the wonder of the Christ 
Child.  He came because of the pain, the loss, the 
rejection, the grief, the loneliness, the sin.
 Slow down for a few minutes and take the 
time to consider the purpose of Christmas.  God’s 
gift to you comes with at least three qualities that 
make it unique.  First, this gift has no equal.  It 
is the most expensive gift you will ever receive.  
It’s priceless.  It is offered to you because you are 
loved.  Secondly, it’s the only gift you will ever 
receive that will last forever.  Finally, it a gift that 
is practical.  You will use it every day for the rest 
of your life.
 God is offering to all of us the gift of for-
giveness, friendship, love, restoration, salvation, 
reconciliation, and celebration…it is a gift that is 
intended for you to know the gift of life…and not 
just life, but life abundant!
 For unto us a Child is born, to us a son is giv-
en, and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the 
greatness of his government and peace there will 
be no end.  (Isaiah 9:6-7)
 Merry Christmas!
 Pastor John

 Thank you to all who participated 
in Operation Christmas Child. We 
sent on 57 filled shoeboxes to children 
across the world to give them a happy 
day. Our Samaritan’s Purse boxes went 
to Scottville and from there to Iowa and 
from there to be shipped to the corners 
of a hurting world.

in the passing of
Larry Glover
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Hi Church, 
 Just want to update you all on 
what the Forge Youth Group has 
been up to. Well, we had a great 
night of service at the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. The kids that 
attended had a great time - it’s always good and healthy 
to get young people serving, even when they might not 
do it exactly how we want. The point is to teach the 
young generations principles like treating others with 
dignity, respect, and character building. Thank you all 
for your help in making it possible for the youth group 
to get involved in a different way. 
 As far as actual group goes, we talked last week 
about how the devices that we all are so connected to 
detract from our humanity. Yes there’s great things 
about them but those machines can ultimately water 
the human experience down so much that some don’t 
even know how to make eye contact with one another 
anymore. We talked about the special personal touch 
that each individual places on this world, in a com-
munity, etc.... and that all the smart phones and social 
media can’t and will never be able to hold a candle to 
personal human interaction. I then ended the talk with 
how at the Incarnation, Christ entered into the human 
condition and was Emmanuel - God with us. He was and 
remains present with his creation. If it weren’t for the 
Savior’s “personal presence”, the whole of the created 
order might not have been redeemed. Why is presence 
key? Because Christ made it key and if we believe that 
we have been created in his image and likeness, then we 
too ought to model his every move. Presence is key!!! 
 -Andy

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., Dec. 12th the 
church.The goal is to make quilts 
for charities, but new quilters are 
welcome to come and learn.  For 

information, call Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:
COMMUNITY TABLE: Our church serves 
on Tuesday, DECEMBER 11th. We need your 
help as a number of our people are gone, so 
this is a GREAT opportunity for you to serve. 
WE NEED at least 3 men and 2 women 
helping in kitchen. PLEASE see sign up sheets 
in fellowship hall for volunteering and food 
donations. We serve the Lord with gladness as 
we serve our city!! 

The warm wishes of the season are offered to 
women of the church, their friends, neighbors 
and relatives through “Advent by  
Candlelight Tea” December 15 at 3:00 
p.m.   Add your name and the names of your 
friends to the sign-up sheets at the welcome 
center.  For more information, call Cara at 
299-5191 or Kay at 889-3479.

The Manistee Choral Society’s 
Annual Christmas Concert is set to 
perform for its 60th year. The concert will 
include carols performed by the 45 voice choir, 
directored by Carol Voigts and accompanied 
by Carrie Selbee. Thursday, December 6,  
7:00 p.m. at The First Congregational Church 
in Manistee. Tickets are $10 available at 
Goody’s or at 723-7536. 

Our Giving Tree is up!  Please consider 
taking a tag or two from the tree to show a 
family Christ’s love this holiday season.  Gifts 
need to be wrapped with the tag attached and 
returned to the church by December 16. 

RevFit Classes starting January 
7th.  A Revelation Fitness class is unlike 
any other faith and fitness class because it is 
designed to train your faith first, then your 
fitness.  Instructor Holly Larsen will be working 
out with a different style of fitness every week 
(Walking/Strength/Circuits/Barre, etc) and re-
viewing the Fruit of the Spirit. January 7th- Feb 
27th.  Mon/Wed/Fri 5:30-6 pm • Pre- 
registration required • Suggested donation $50
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Kid’s Harbor Sunday School 11:00 a.m
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Return Service Requested

We’re building up our Facebook page following and 
you can help us get the word out about all of the 
wonderful things that are happening here! When you 
are on Facebook, please go to the Manistee United 
Methodist Church Facebook page and “Like” and 
“Follow” it. Then, when you see a post from our 
Facebook page, please share it. Thank you very 
much.

Kelly Gillette
Sheryl Guenthardt

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

J.O.Y
Just Older Youth
Dec. 12th at 12:00 
House of Flavors 

Manistee.


