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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Lots of Things Happening ....

Continued on page 2.

 Controversy.  We all have our opinions, 
beliefs, and values.  When they collide we 
have controversy.  The global United Meth-
odist Church will be attempting to settle the 
controversial topics of marriage, ordination, 
and inclusion as it pertains to our LGBTQ 
neighbors, friends, and family members 
February 23-26 at a specially called General 
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 864 delegates from around the world will 
gather there to decide the direction of the 
United Methodist Church.  They need our 
prayers.  In addition to the three proposed 
plans (The One Church Plan, The Traditional 
Plan, and The Connectional Conference 
Plan) there will also be other pieces of legis-
lation that will also be considered and voted 
on.  All of this will likely have a lasting effect 
on the global church.  There are handouts 
available that chart the major plans and some 
of the implications.  You can find these in the 

Fellowship Hall or in the office.
 In addition to the 
Special General Conference, 
we also have something even more exciting 
happening locally!  It’s our Wild Game Din-
ner scheduled for Saturday February 23rd at 
5:00PM.  Tickets are available through the 
office by calling (231) 723-6219.  There 
are only 150 tickets (cost is $20.00/ticket) 
available so act quickly!  The purpose of this 
meal is to start a local Men’s Ministry that 
is available to all men in the Manistee area.
 Jennifer Outman, our Family Ministries 
Coordinator, is scheduling volunteers for our 
Children and Youth Ministries.  Recently, 
she has been busy planning events, trips and 
fund-raisers for our Youth.  Currently she is 
asking us all to bring our returnable bottles 
and cans to the church (please rinse them 
out) in plastic bags.  She is planning a trip 
to Great Wolf Lodge in Traverse City for the 

annual Spring Splash event.  
There are more details here in 
the newsletter.
 Let me also take a moment 
and say thank you to all of 
you that have pledged your 
financial support for this year.  
Your faithful giving in the past 
has been such a blessing and 
we know that this year will be 
an even better year as we look 
forward.
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Continued from page 1.

J.O.Y
Just Older Youth

Thursday, Feb. 14th • Noon 
Bungalow Restaurant

 We will be doing a church wide study that begins 
in March.  The study is called “I Can Only Imagine” 
and will take us through Lent.  Be watching for more 
details and small-group schedules in the days ahead.
 Let me encourage you to read James 2:1-7.  It’s a 
reminder of how we are to treat others that we think 
are somehow less important than ourselves.  It’s a 
challenging piece, as is most of the letter from James.  
Remember, when God became a person, He choose 
to become a nobody.  If there is anything that we can 
learn from this it would seem to be the importance of 
treating those we perceive as nobodies as though they 
were somebody and handling people we consider 
unimportant as especially important.  It’s especially 
important that we pay attention to this when we 
consider the way Jesus framed the final judgement 
(see Matthew 25:34-36).
 Pastor John

Manistee United Methodist Church
Saturday, February 23, 2019  

from 5-7 pm
Cost $20 per ticket | Only 150 tickets available  

Call the church office to reserve yours!
Proceeds will begin funding for a local community  

Men’s Ministry | 231.723.6219

CHURCH-WIDE STUDY
Starts March 17

4-Week Study
Small Group Leaders Needed

Look for sign up sheets or contact the church office.

TEEN CHALLENGE
February 17th • Both Services

Teen Challenge is a Teen & Adult Ministry,  
restoring broken lives. They have 240 locations 
in the US and 1000 in foreign countries. This 
one is based in Muskegon. They are a Christian 
based recovery program for addicts and  
alcoholics. Enjoy music and personal stories 
from their hearts, and how, through God’s  
power, He’s transformed these teens and adults 
into new people and servants for God.

POTLUCK • Feb. 17
Following second service.

Watch for details!

COMING SOON



MANISTEE UMC, page 3

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed.,Feb. 20th the 
church. The goal is to make quilts 
for charities, but new quilters are 

welcome to come and learn.  For information, 
call Joyce Brenner at 734.972.7001. 

Mary Jilbert

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

The MUMC’s  
Financial  

Position as of 
Year Ending 

2018.
 T h e r e  i s  s o m e 
good news! The re-
sults of our most recent 
pledge drive, which took place last fall, is that 
we have received pledge commitments from 
83 giving units (families or individuals) in 
our church.  We normally receive around 75  
commitments and last year received only 48 for 
the year.  This year with the higher than average 
participation from the congregation, we have seen 
9 new families pledging a little over $16,000 for 
the year to come.
 Looking back over last year we, as a church, 
have accomplished many things in the process of 
leading the unchurched to Christ.  These avenues 
of reaching out included, working with our youth, 
having a viable Sunday School program, and ren-
ovating some portions of our education facilities.  
We were able to accomplished these goals in spite 
of having  an operating deficit of $11,513 this year. 
  Looking forward to 2019 and the Church’s 
goal of reaching out and leading the unchurched to 
Christ, we see a bright future and a lot of work to 
do.  We will be striving to have a balanced budget 
in the process of bringing Christ’s Word to our 
congregants and the unchurched in our community.
 Working on Christ’s behalf
 Jay Raupp

Meet Jennifer Outman
MUMC Family Ministries Coordinator

 Jennifer and her family moved to Manistee 
June 2016 from Evart, Michigan. They started 
attending Manistee United Methodist Church in 
February 2018. Jennifer and her husband, Colt, 
became members of the church in 2018. Jenifer, 
Colt and their son, were baptized last summer when 
at the Baptism at the Beach service. 
 Jennifer and Colt have 3 kids Jenna, CJ (Colt 
Jr), and Justin. They usually attend the second 
service. Please introduce yourself to the Outman 
Family and make them feel welcomed! 
 Thank you Jennifer for taking on these  
ministries.

Congregational Care 
 It’s been brought to the Leadership Team’s 
attention that there are many in our congregation 
who need support. This includes widows and 
widowers, and those who are caring for family 
members with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
challenges, as well as other non-specified needs. 
This care would include a data base of information 
for services by the Senior Center and other orga-
nizations as well as a group of people who could 
provide hands-on help when needed. It may also 
include work bees. 
 We are looking for suggestions. What’s been 
done in the past? What have you heard about or 
witnessed that has been helpful? And we will cer-
tainly welcome help and participation in putting 
this together and making it a viable, joyful expe-
rience. Please call me if you have questions and 
suggestions, concerns and would like to help out. 
Thank you, Maralee Cook, 231.723.4387.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott

Family Ministries Coordinator - Jennifer Outman 

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Kid’s Harbor Sunday School 11:00 a.m

Phone 231.723.6219
office@manisteeumc.org
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

We’re building up our 
Facebook page follow-
ing and you can help us 
get the word out about 
all of the wonderful things that are happening here! 
When you are on Facebook, please go to the Man-
istee United Methodist Church Facebook page and 
“Like” and “Follow” it. Then, when you see a post 
from our Facebook page, please share it. Thank you 
very much.

Packing Date: Wednesdays
Feb. 13th & 27th @ 12:30 pm

COMING

March 17
See Page 2.


