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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Being a Member of the Church
 Tuesday mornings during Coffee with 
the Pastor has got me thinking about some-
things that really matter to the life of the 
church.  During that time we have discussed 
Leadership structure in the church; theolog-
ical questions; personal stories; and current 
events.  One of the more interesting questions 
has been, “What does it mean to be a member 
of the church?”
 The reality is we have often thought of 
membership like belonging to a select club, 
or like the old American Express commercial 
where “membership has its privileges.” That 
is not the way the Bible refers to member-
ship. In fact, in 1 Corinthians Paul doesn’t 
say the church is like a body. He says the 
church is a body. The phrase he uses to de-
scribe the individual connectedness is we are 
“members of the body.”

 Membership is often 
misunderstood, misapplied or 
not applied at all.  The word “member” in the 
Bible is more closely related to the medical 
word “member” than it is to the common 
cultural term. As an example, some of you 
who are reading may have lost a finger or 
toe in an accident. On that unfortunate day, 
you were dismembered. That’s the actual 
technical terminology. A member of your 
body was separated from the body. That is 
a tragic thing. Yet today in Western culture, 
being separated from the body of believers 
is not tragic. It’s almost normal. It is almost 
understood that Christians and churches 
should be separated. Sadly, Lone Ranger 
Christians are far too common.
 The Scriptures are clear about mem-
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Continued from page 1.
bership yet many believe they can be Christian 
without becoming “members”.  Why then do we 
have membership? Because regardless of how the 
culture sees it or Christians misunderstand it, mem-
bership is not simply an opportunity to say, I’m a 
part of a club, but rather a scriptural expression of 
covenant connection to the church.
 There are three things that help us understand 
why church membership is biblical and important.
 First, membership is a reflection of the organic 
community already existing in the body. Paul says 
we are a body. Can one part say to the other, “I’m 
not part of you”? No, it is already a part. But too 
often we live as if we are separated.  As a matter 
of fact, too many churches or Christian gatherings 
look like piles of dismembered body parts, not a 
body knit together as God’s agent, his body, his 
kingdom, at work in the world. To reject the value 
of membership is to deny what God has already 
established in fact.
 Secondly, We find in Paul’s letters to the 
church at Corinth that they were putting people out 
of the body. So Scripture teaches that we can be a 
part of the body, and we can be apart from the body. 
It is difficult to get around Scripture when it talks 
about being brought into the body and also being 
put out of it.  And yet for most churches there’s no 
way to put somebody out because they’re not even 

in. While there seems to be flexibility according to 
various bodies, there is no such thing in the New 
Testament as a church without some recognition 
of belonging—of membership in community.
 Individually, we need membership com-
mitment because we need to be connected to a 
Christian community.  Corporately, we need mem-
bership commitment because of the accountability 
that it brings to each part.
 Finally, we recognize biblical membership 
matters because people need it. People need 
membership commitment because they need to 
be connected to a Christian community. This is 
not just for the sake of the church, but also for the 
sake of the individual. Individualist Christianity is 
a myth and a damaging pursuit. At the end of the 
day we’re redeemed. We’re placed in the body. The 
Bible specifically says he has redeemed us. He has 
transferred us, Colossians 1 says, from the domain 
of darkness into the kingdom of the Son he loves. 
A kingdom has a king. The king has subjects and 
his kingdom has a community together where we 
function as God’s people.
 The Biblical truth is that membership does 
matter.  God makes us a part of his larger family 
when we are born again. But then we should cov-
enant in a local body and live in community with 
them, agreeing to live by certain established godly 
principles and standards. Membership doesn’t save 
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us. But it enables us to grow and become spiritually 
mature in Christ. Not only should we be members 
of the body, each of us should also be able to ex-
press the value of membership. Hopefully, then 
people will stop squirming when we bring up the 
topic, but instead passionately embrace the biblical 
nature of church membership.
 Membership does have its benefits.  And be-
lieve it or not, one of the extraordinary benefits it 
brings is the opportunity to serve.  This is huge.  
Believe it or not, we are individually created with 
service in mind.  The church functions because 
people serve…not because they attend.  Atten-
dance matters, but serving the Body of Christ, 
and serving as a member of the Body of Christ is 
a Biblical mandate.  Membership and service go 
hand in hand.
 Some have asked about how our Leadership 
Team members are chosen.  The simple answer is, 
we choose from among those who are committed 
(membership) and who serve for the joy of serving.  
We choose from among those who have a desire to 
see the Body of Christ grow spiritually and phys-
ically.  We choose from among those who have 
a sense of calling and demonstrate giftedness in 
particular areas.  Each member must be committed 
to serving for the sake of advancing the kingdom of 
God.  Leadership in the church requires practical, 
wise decision making abilities, but it also demands 
spiritual grounding and growth.  We look for peo-
ple that are possibility thinkers who see the future 
that God may be revealing for the church.
 Currently we have opportunities for you to 
serve.  These opportunities range from a Van 
Ministry to heading up our Mission Team, from 
our Finance Team to Ushering and Greeting on 
Sunday morning.  If you are interested in serving 
or membership, please call the church office and 
let us know.  I wonder what God might be calling 
you to?
 Blessings,
 Pastor John

1 Corinthians 12:4-27
 4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
distributes them. 5There are different kinds of service, but 
the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but 
in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good. 8To one there is given 
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a 
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous 
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds 
of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of 
tongues.[b] 11All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 
determines.
 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 
13For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form 
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and 
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Even so the 
body is not made up of one part but of many.
 15Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
reason stop being part of the body. 16And if the ear should 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 
the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has 
placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as 
he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but 
one body.
 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” 
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 
22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to 
be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we 
think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with 
special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no 
special treatment. But God has put the body together, 
giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that 
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it.
 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it.
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 This is your Director of Student Ministries, 
Andy Anderson. I would just like to take a few mo-
ments of your time to thank you for allowing your 
kids to be involved in the Student Ministries at the 
Manistee United Methodist Church. Since March 
2016, we’ve done some pretty cool things! We 
have gone to Cedar Point, spent most of the sum-
mer having bonfires, cookouts, baseball games, 
kayaking the Little Manistee, and just hanging out 
in general. I have had such a great time getting to 
know most of you and especially your kids this 
past year. Most of you know as well that I have 
also had the privilege of coaching the MHS Cross 
Country team. This has been a cool way to get more 
involved in the lives of young people. Here’s to 
2017 and what we can accomplish together as a 
church family. 
SAME PLACE, SAME FORMAT, NEW NAME
I’ve been thinking a lot about a name for our crew 
and kept going back to “Forge”. I have always liked 
the idea of humanity as a whole being forged by our 
creator God. I tend to view humanity metaphori-
cally quite often and see our state as an imperfect 
piece of metal with rough edges - but after being 
hammered down and run through the refining 
furnaces of God’s truth, the end result goes back 
to our origin in the Garden of Eden - a people like 
God, created in His Image and Likeness. 
CHURCH VAN
As most of you probably know by now, we were 
able to purchase a 12 passenger van. This new 
addition will make FORGE mobile! Truly exciting 
times are ahead as we begin to venture out together.  
SPRING TRIP 
TBA - will notify via email
SUMMER TRIP IDEAS - These are not set in 
stone, still in the planning process for the summer
Return to Cedar Point
Mackinac Island Day Trip

Student Ministries Milwaukee Trip (Take Ferry) (July or Early Au-
gust) Day Trip 
 Eat at Classic Slice Pizza
 See local Milwaukee sights
Tigers Game 
Chicago Trip 
 Pacific Garden Mission (www.pgm.org)
 Chicago Museums
 Pizza 
GENERAL INFORMATION
• If you’re interested in going on a trip, please 
take a moment to fill out a Permission Form - if 
I don’t have one for each student, I cannot take 
them on the trip.
• Interested in volunteering at Forge? Pay Shirley 
a visit in the Church’s front office and fill out 
background check information. 

How to contact Andy:
Mobile Phone: 231-794-9175 

studentministriesmumc@gmail.com
Student Ministries Facebook Page: 

MUMC Student Ministries

February 5th Student Message
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Do You Have  
A Life Verse?
Stephen Ministries – 
Christian Caring

Jeremiah 29:11  

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
  This verse is a popular life verse for many 
people.
 Do you have a life verse?  Do you know what 
a life verse is?  A life verse is:
• A verse that speaks to you whenever you read it.
• A verse that comforts you in times of trouble or 
grief.
• A verse that keeps you from anxiety when things 
go wrong.
• A verse that brings you joy in the midst of it all.
• A verse that comes back to you over and over to 
keep you steadfast in your Christian values, during 
your highs and lows.
• A verse that gives your life meaning.
• A verse that keeps you grounded as you walk 
through each day.  
 Think about your life verse – claim it and make 
it yours.  As you grow in your faith you will have 
more than one life verse. 
 Enjoy your trip through this life with your 
Bible.
 See or have a need, please call your Stephen 
Ministers, Shirley in the church office at 723-6219 
or Jeanne at 231-920-7511.

 Circles are a wonderful way to 
get connected with others in the 
church. 
 If your schedule needs evening 
meetings, Estella Circle meets on 
the first Monday at 7:00 p.m. Call 
Ruth Miller 723-6768 for infor-
mation. Circle of Faith meets on 
the third Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Kathy Schoenberger 723-6665 
has information for you.
 Carlot ta  & Etha Nagler  
circles meet the first Fridays at 
1:00 during the winter at church. 
Call the church office for infor-
mation 723-6219.



MANISTEE UMC, page 6

February Birthdays
Matthew Thompson
Kylie Wright (Leino-Jones)
John Scott
Hayes Gilger
Jarrett Deisch
Karen Moore
Troy Trombley
Amy Fitch
Debbie Raupp
Candice Coyle
Ben Schlaff
Owen Wright
Loreen Granada
Jill Witkowski
Mary Allen
Ev Maguire
Mildred Dierking
Ruth Smith
Lynn Edmondson
Margaret Perkins
Geri Paxson
Bill Dahlquist
Mary Norbeck
Mason Stalmack
Claudia Chambers
Tug Thuemmel
Carol Worch
Shirley McDougall
Edward Adamczak
Tom Blair

Anniversaries
Dave Martus & Loren Bach

Packing will be Wed. February 1st and 15th, 1:00 
at the church. Donations are always welcome. 
Make checks out to the church and put “back-
pack” in the memo line.

MUMC qui l t ing  group wi l l  meet  9 :30 
to  noon and/or  6:30 to  8:30 on Wed. ,  
February 15. The goal is to make quilts for char-
ities, but new quilters are welcome to come and 
learn.  For information, call Joyce Brenner at 
398-9205. 

Carol Voigts
Carol Worch
George Hunt

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.
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Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

Coffee
with the

Pastor

Tuesdays
10 a.m.

@ Church

Don’t Forget 
Your

Secret Sister

Are you getting our revamped E-News?
Stay current on what’s happening. 

Make sure we have your current email 
address. Call the office or 
email mumc@t-one.net
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

Email: mumc@t-one.net
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Missed a 
Sunday 

Sermon?
Listen to it 
on-line at

www.
manisteeumc.org

Coming Events:
Feb 3:  Etha Nagler & Carlotta 1 pm at church
Feb 6:  Leadership Meeting
Feb. 7:  Community Table
Feb. 8: JOY Group at Bungalow, 12:00
Feb 15:  Quilting Group 9:30 am and/or 6:30 pm
 Blessings in a backpack packing session 1 pm
 Group Guitar Lesson RCM 6:30 pm
Feb 16  Circle of Faith, contact Kathy  
 Schoenberger for locaton
Feb 25  Men’s Breakfast at the Bungalow
March 1  Ash Wednesday
Every Week:
Tuesday:  Coffee with the Pastor 10 a.m.
 Healing Prayer Group at 5:30
Thursday: Breakfast & Devotions & Blue Waters


