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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Reality of Time .....

 Time is precious.  Time marches on.  
Time waits for no one.  We have all heard 
and felt the reality of these truth statements.  
The reality is that time brings change and 
we are all affected by time.  It is inescap-
able.
 The Prophet Isaiah wrote about God 
working with time and what God was get-
ting ready to do as the people of Israel felt 
the weight of exile and longed for better 
days.  In Isaiah 43:19 we find these words 
of encouragement:
 “See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am 

making a way in the wilderness and streams 
in the wasteland.”
 And later (Isaiah 65:17) he wrote:
 “See, I will create new heavens and a 
new earth.  The former things have passed 
and will soon be forgotten.”
 God is always at work and is present 
with us now.  These verses remind us that 
God is in the redemption business.  He is at 
work turning things around.  Time marches 
on.  Change is inevitable because it comes 
with time and time waits for no one.
 Often, we want what we want when we 

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.

Women’s 
Bible Study

Seamless, 
by Angie Smith

want it.  What if we were able to trust God fully 
with our time and our circumstances allowing Him 
to redeem, rework, and recreate it?  What would 
your tomorrow look like?
 As we begin a new year I wonder what is in 
store for us as a congregation.  As your pastor I 
would like to be able to tell you that we (Leadership 
Team) have everything figured out and we know 
exactly where we are heading.  We can project, 
plan, implement, calculate, and even predict.  But 
the truth is we have a very interesting year ahead of 
us.
 The global United Methodist Church will con-
vene a specially called General Conference in Feb-
ruary of 2019 to try and settle the issues of sexu-
al identity and marriage and how the church will 
make policies regarding such.  Please be in prayer 
for the delegates and bishops as we anticipate the 
outcome of this global conference.
 Closer to home, we have accepted  
letters of resignation from both Andy and Allie An-
derson who have served as our Youth Director and 
Children’s Ministry Coordinators for nearly the last 
three years.  Andy has accepted a position that will  
require his full attention and Allie is looking to fo-
cus on her full-time job and being a mom.  I hope 
you will join me in thanking them both for the work 
they have done with the children and youth of our 
community.  Please keep them in your prayers as 
they go through a time of transition and change.
 We currently are assessing what is needed 
in the two positions that are left open due to this 
change.  Please watch for developments and post-
ings that will be forthcoming in January.  If you 
have or know of someone who has an interest in 
either position, please do not hesitate to let one of 
the members of our Leadership Team know.
 May your new year be filled with blessing, 
peace, hope and love.
 Pastor John Scott

RevFit Classes starting January 
7th.  A Revelation Fitness class is unlike 
any other faith and fitness class because it is  
designed to train your faith first, then your  
fitness.  Instructor Holly Larsen will be work-
ing out with a different style of fitness every 
week (Walking/Strength/Circuits/Barre, etc) 
and reviewing the Fruit of the Spirit. Janu-
ary 7th- Feb 27th.  Mon/Wed/Fri 5:30-6 
pm. Pre-registration required. Suggested  
donation $50

 In seven sessions, Seamless covers the peo-
ple, places and promises of the Bible, tying them 
together into the greater story of Scripture. Par-
ticipants will gain an overarching understanding 
of the fundamental layout and meaning of God’s 
Word. Seamless helps replace insecurity that 
holds participants back with clarity and helping 
them move forward with confidence in their 
understanding of Scripture. Each week of study 
features key information that ties all of scripture 
together into the seamless truth of the gospel 
message and is accompanied by maps, general 
Bible facts, and word studies.
 Monday nights at 7 pm, starts Jan. 14th
 Friday mornings at 9 am, starts Jan. 18th
 Books will be available at the first meeting.
Contact the office if you would like to facilitate 
a group.
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Packing Date: Wednesdays
Jan. 16th & 30th @ 12:45 pm

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., Jan. 16th the 
church.The goal is to make quilts 
for charities, but new quilters are 
welcome to come and learn.  For 

information, call Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

OK Church, Let’s Pray ...
 ALMIGHTY GOD, 
 In all history, there has been only one nation 
like America - founded by pilgrims seeking free-
dom to worship, established on a vast continent 
between two oceans, dedicated to the proposition 
that we are created equal and endowed by our 
Creator with certain unalienable rights: One nation 
under God. 
 You have delivered us in war, prospered us 
in peace, and raised up generations willing to of-
fer the last full measure of their devotion for the 
preservation of liberty at home and abroad. We 
have been a light for the world. From our shores 
has gone the greatest missionary force in history. 
But now, Lord, America has fallen into darkness, 
disobedience, and indifference. We have sinned; 
and we, Your people, Lord, humble ourselves, 
and pray and seek Your face, and turn from our 
wicked ways. Please forgive our sin and heal our 
land. Give us leaders who understand the times 
and know what we should do. May the torch of 
liberty burn brightly, inflamed by the goodness of 
Your people. 
 God, bless America. 
 In Jesus’ Name, 
 Amen 
 2 Chronicles 7:14
 Submitted by Jeanne VanEerden

Safe Harbor
 Safe Harbor will be at our church again from 
January 26 to Feb. 1. 
 We are finding a real need for people to serve 
overnight, at the gate (5:45-8pm) and with meals 
(dinner or breakfast). Please call Joy at 398-9427 
or email her at joysmithmanistee@gmail.com to 
learn how you might get involved!

We’re building up our Facebook page following 
and you can help us get the word out about all of the 
wonderful things that are happening here! When 
you are on Facebook, please go to the Manistee 
United Methodist Church Facebook page and 
“Like” and “Follow” it. Then, when you see a post 
from our Facebook page, please share it. Thank 
you very much.

Mary Jilbert

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

J.O.Y
Just Older Youth
Jan. 9th at 12:00 

1907 Restaurant • Manistee
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.
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Return Service Requested

Come out for some Winter Fun & Fellowship
For anyone who likes to play Euchre

Saturday Night 
EUCHRE TOURAMENTS

Every Saturday in January and maybe February….
starting January 5th at 6 pm
• You will play as an individual rotating partners  
 every 8 hands, so no need for a partner
• Your score will be tallied at the end of each round
• Pay 25₡ for each euchre – so plan ahead and  
 bring quarters – proceeds will go to the church
• Bring a snack if you like and your own beverage

We’re looking for everyone who likes to play 
EUCHRE. 

It is sure to be fun again!  We had a blast last year!!
For more information please 

call Debbie Raupp @ 723-2612

Bad Boys of the 
Bethlehem Bakery


