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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Continued on page 2.

 What a privilege it has been to serve here.  
I have said it before and will say it again, 
“This is an incredible congregation!”  I am 
so blessed to be a part of it.  Thank you for 
the gifts of appreciation, the love gift from 
the congregation, and the many blessings you 
have given to us as a family and to the staff 
here at the church.  You have made each of 
our Christmas’ brighter and each of us even 
more grateful.  Thank you!!!
 Also, as I look back over the last year 
and as we continue to build on the legacy 
and heritage of Manistee United Methodist 
Church it is always good to reflect on where 
we have been and what God has done in our 
midst as we begin the journey together into 
this new year.  
 We are working together to intentionally 
expand our ministries into the community, 
develop a new discipleship program that 
will deepen our knowledge and understand-
ing of our faith, and continue updating and 
remodeling the facility to meet the needs of 
growing and expanding ministries.
 In the last year we have worked through, 
and accomplished much.  At the risk of for-
getting to mention something, here is a brief 
reflection of 2016 plus items on page 2:  
• Implemented a new Leadership structure.
• Confirmed seven Youth
• Held a Community-wide Baptism service  
 at the beach.
• Paid our Ministry Shares (apportionments) 

Happy New Year!! for the year 
• Raised $1,776.00 to go to 
the Haiti Relief Effort during 
our Christmas offering.
• Ended the year with a surplus that will 
provide the seed money for some of the min-
istries and continuing work that is needed to 
improve the facilities.
 In the year to come, your Leadership 
Team is looking to accomplish the following:
• Expand and grow our Youth Ministry.
• Expand and grow our Children’s Ministry.
• Continue to improve the worship experi-
ence.
• Install air conditioning throughout the 
building.  We are targeting May 2017 as our 
install date. 
• Fully implement our discipleship program 
through offering classes that ground our bib-
lical understanding of the Christian faith.  On 
January 15th we will begin a study of the Old 
Testament called The Epic Of Eden.  There 
are small group opportunities that go along 
with this study and preaching will compli-
ment the study as well.  Also, beginning in 
February, there will be an opportunity to par-
ticipate in one of the “highly recommended” 
(our gracious way of saying “as-close-to-
required-as-you-can-get”) classes that will be 
offered at least once a year.  This is a basic 
Christian theology class that will ground you 
in the tenants of the faith.
• Revise our website and continue to expand 
our use of technology in worship, our giving, 
and in our web presence.
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WORSHIP
 New to Staff:  Andy Anderson, Youth Director
 New to Staff:  Allie Anderson, 
  Children’s Director
 Worship Director:  Carrie Selbee
 Sound System Installed
 New Media Computer Installed
 Themed Sermon Series-Biblically based
 Chancel Choir 
  Happy Retirement to Carol Voigts;
  Hello to Joy Smith - Interim

 Praise Team
 Bell Choir
 Sunday School at 11
OutReacH/MISSIOnS
 River City Music School Start-up
 Halloween Block Party
 UMW Bazaar and Luncheon for Missions
 UMW Bake Sales for Missions
 Purchase of Van for group transportation
 Red Bird Mission Trip to Kentucky
 Warm Up Supper for Red Bird Trips
 Safe Harbor
 Community Table Dinners
 Blessings in a Backpack
 Shopping Cart for Salvation Army Food
 Quilts to Charities by Quilting Group
 Youth Fellowship
 Kite Day
 Seminar on Smart Phones & Tablets
 Thank You Notes
cOMMunItY
 Healing School
 “Transformation” Small Groups
 Calling Committee
 Prayer Chain
 Women’s Small Groups/ UMW Circles
 New Members Welcomed
 Increased Giving
FellOWSHIP/celebRatIOnS
 Retirement Dinner for Carol Voigts
 Christmas Brunch
 UMW Celebration of Women-
  “Women of the Bible”
 UMW Advent Tea with Becky Scott
 JOY Group for 55 & Older
 Dinner 4- 8
 Euchre Winter Fun
 Pot Lucks
uPdatIng FacIlItIeS
 Renovation of Parlor for Meet and Greet
 Renovation of Room 103
 Replaced carpeting in Nursery
 Freezer for Kitchen
 Using screen for announcements

A Year in Review: 2016

• Improve communication through print, website, 
in worship, and through communication oppor-
tunities like Coffee with the Pastor which will 
be offered on Tuesdays at 10:00AM beginning 
January 3rd.
• Expand the ministry of the River City Music 
School.
• Begin one new ministry that is based in the needs 
of the Manistee Community.
• Begin the planning of a trip to the Holy Land or 
a Journeys-of-Paul trip that will take place in the 
fall of 2018 and/or a mission trip.
 There have been many changes in the last year. 
Some planned.  Some not. And we have taken 
them all in stride.  Each has had its challenges and 
change will always come with challenges.  But, 
it is so exciting to be part of a congregation that 
has the passion to impact its community and the 
world with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  This 
last year was awesome and I am so glad you were a 
part of it!  I just happen to believe that this coming 
year is going to be even better than last.  God is 
on the move and we are invited to join him on the 
continued journey.  
 God bless you in this New Year!
 Pastor John

Continued from page 1.
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 Does your knowledge of the Old Testament 
feel like a grab bag of people, books, events and 
ideas? How many times have you resolved to really 
understand the OT? To finally make sense of it? In 
The Epic of Eden Video Study, Dr. Sandra Richter 
clearly and powerfully communicates a history of 
God’s redeeming grace, weaving together a story 
that runs from the Garden of Eden to the garden 
of the New Jerusalem.
 Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter 
uses this 12-week study to bring a new dimension 
to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting 
any study group in time, geography, culture, re-
demption, and relevance to today — all without 
diminishing her reader’s faith or “dumbing down” 
the scripture.
 Legendary Bible stories take on new life as 
Dr. Richter clearly articulates their part of a larger 
pattern, revealing an even deeper significance for 
the tales individually. The Epic of Eden video study 
is ideal for serious church groups wanting a meaty 

Small Groups
for The Epic of Eden
Mondays Fellowship Hall - Women
7 p.m. Starts Jan. 16th w/Loraine Z.
Wednesdays Fellowship Hall
7 p.m. Starts Jan. 18th w/Pastor John
Fridays Room 103
9 a.m. Starts Jan. 13th w/Sally Koon
Watch for more groups.

Bible Study for Small Groups
study of biblical text, as would anyone eager for a 
strategic grasp of the good, the bad, and the ugly 
of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s 
activity in the present.
 Pastor John will start his sermon series to go 
with the study of the Old Testament January 15th. 
Small groups will start around this time. Look for 
one that fits your schedule and join in!



MANISTEE UMC, page 4

leaVIng a legacY tO 
YOuR cHIldRen and 
gRandcHIldRen
Steven Ministries – Christian Caring
1)  Desire to follow Jesus Christ’s 
example by showing a sense of joy in 
the most important decision you ever 
made to follow Jesus.  Ask the Holy Spirit to show 
you the words to say at just the right moment.
2)  Make it clear that you have a sincere reverence 
to the Word of God.  Buy more than one Bible and 
read it all the time.
3)  Understand how to listen to God – Ask Him – 
then share one week with your grandchildren and 
make it the most valuable week in your life and 
theirs.
4)  Submit to your Heavenly Father, showing a 
pattern for obeying God in your life.
5)  Get on your knees to pray, cry out and talk with 
Him as you realize God’s inheritance – Spiritual 
Wealth – Share situations you have been in and 
how God has helped you!  Share your treasure, your 
experiences and your wealth in Christ Jesus.
6)  Explain and show forgiveness.  When someone 
hurts you, forgive them, it is the only way to live 
free!
7)  Maintain an orderly lifestyle – Find Harmony in 
Today’s World.  Discipline is major in your finances, 
diet, time management, and a servant’s spirit.  Jesus 
is the perfect example – be willing to forget self.  
 Galatians 2:20:  “Christ’s life showed me how, 
and enabled me to do it. I identified myself completely 
with him. Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. 
My ego is no longer central. It is no longer important 
that I appear righteous before you or have your good 
opinion, and I am no longer driven to impress God. 
Christ lives in me. The life you see me living is not 
“mine,” but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.
 Need help?  Please call Shirley at the MUMC 
Office, 723-6219 or Jeanne at 231-920-7511.

Packing will be Wed. January 4th and 18th, 1:00 
at the church. Donations are always welcome. 
Make checks out to the church and put “back-
pack” in the memo line.

MUMC quilting group will meet 9:30 to 
noon  and /o r  6 :30  to  8 :30  on  Wed . ,  
January 11th. The goal is to 
make quilts for charities, but 
new quilters are welcome to 
come and learn.  For infor-
mation, call Joyce Brenner at 
398-9205. 

FRIDAY NIGHT

Every Friday night, starting Jan. 6th, 6 p.m. at 
the church. No need for a partner, partners will 
rotate every 8 hands. Bring quarters for euchres, 
snacks if you like and your own beverage.

It’s sure to be fun! Last year was a blast!
Everyone is welcome!

For more info, call Debbie Raupp @ 723.2612

Mary Norbeck

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers



MANISTEE UMC, page 5

cHaRItY
Sheryl Guenthardt (Co-Chair) 723-4047
Dee Kula (Co-Chair) 398-2632
Martha Alberts 723-7869
Marianne Blair                        1-586-917-8964
Colleen Ferguson 723-8065
Tina Hassinger 723-4984
Marge Horton 723-6737
Gerrie Paxson 398-2582
Linda Adams 723-9208
Becky Dinsen 723-9817
Judy Lane 723-4069
Tammy Marshall 723-5136
Vicki Sheffield 
Carol Voigts 848-4301
Sheila Brunner 723-4815
Shirley Harden 723-7536
Mary Jilbert 723-2965
Patty Leino-Jones 723-4723
Kathy Schoenberger 723-6665
Kendra Thompson 723-0730

FaItH
Terry Parks (co-chair) 864-7319
Ruth Miller (co-chair) 723-6768
Nora Hunt 723-3622
Debbie Raupp 723-2612
Kim Elzinga 723-9325
Holly Larsen 425-6794
Stephanie Oden 398-0901
Cindy Peterson 723-8461
Cassandra Ferguson 383-3580
Brooke Koller 887-4451
Lura Nunn 723-9695
Wendy Orton 723-0791

Joy Smith 398-9427
Janice Witkowski 723-7474
Cathy Helmboldt 398-0166
Maralee Cook 723-4387
Sue Gustad 723-4010
Sandy Jankwietz 510-4957
Karen Sandstedt 723-8984
Jill Witkowski 723-4496
Loraine Zielinski 510-2607

gRace
Sheila Heiser (co-chair) 889-4071
Tammy Messner (co-chair) 889-5442
Allie Anderson                            630-220-9934
Lindsay McIntyre                        616-490-3733
Betty Jo Riggs 723-2414
Cathy Lakos 723-2215
Vi Brastrom 723-3803
Marci Sullivan 398-3013
Karen Kimble 723-8018
Becky Scott 645-2514
Brenda Bowman 723-6637
Donna Krahe 723-5838
Evelyn Maguire 723-5014
Sandy Larson 723-2027
Janie Lawler 887-4194
Bev Richards 723-2883
Loretta Sleeman 723-0046
Bobbi Huff 510-4942
Jane Oliver 723-6413
Mary Norbeck 889-4272
Lynn Jensen 233-2514
 

United Methodist Women • Hospitality List for 2017
 Most women of our church family are included in the Hospitality List printed in this newsletter. This 
list is to help provide food and/or service for funeral luncheons/district meetings that may come up, etc. 
The chairperson or co-chair on your list will contact you should a need arise. If you are not included on 
this list, but would like to be, or have a change in phone number, please call the church office at 723-
6219.

Continued on page 6
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HOPe
Mary Glover (co-chair) 723-6088
Joyce Kench (co-chair) 464-5329
Carol Briske 723-5048
Sheila Culbert                             248-459-0809
Helen Johnson 880-4014
Sally Koon                                  616-901-7268
Carrie Selbee 398-2630
Kay Simons 889-3479
Martha Day 723-8709
Phyllis Greve 723-9527
Dency Lippert 398-3471
Gaye McLeod 723-4862
Vickey Stalmack 723-8213
Marcia Schrock 723-4030
Rosie Solberg 723-7246
Rachel VandenBerg 889-7246
Devi Gilliland 510-2607
Barb Czarnecki 864-3018
Teresa Thompson 510-5463
Pauline Tyree 398-0876
Janet Weldy 889-9563

lOVe
Lucy Gagstetter (co-chair) 723-6949
Liz Laskey 723-8871
Trudy Alexander 723-8281
Lisa McDougall 690-2031
Shirley McDougall 299-1390
Kelly McColl 510-6104
Jeanne VanEerden 920-7511
Jan Webb 794-5682
Rowena Perkins 887-4081
Judy Haag 864-1141
Diane Holman 723-9506
Helen Leach 723-7726
Cara Babcock 299-5191
Betty Sullivan 723-9254
Kathy Kerry 723-3619
Marge Jacobi 723-5057
Julie Patulski 510-1683
Julie Deisch 723-0595
Karen Tomaszewski 723-7773

January Birthdays
Calista Lopez
Lucy Gagstetter
Charles VandenBerg
John Brastrom
Alex McEntaffer
Katherine Richert
Lisa McDougall
George Culbert
Maci Taylor Snip
Seth Thompson
Bev Richards
Ralph Riggs
Joyce Brenner

Sandy Jankwietz
Becky Dinsen

Anniversaries
John & Joyce Kench
Jay & Debbie Raupp
Dave Martus & Loren Bach

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 
church office with your 
information.

Student Ministries
 Student Ministries has a new van to take 
kids on trips and such. We are planning a trip 
this winter to Skyzone in Grand Rapids. The 
tentative date for that trip is January 29th - 
specific details to come after the New Year. 
All in all, it has been a great year full of great 
friendships, community involvement, and 
God’s blessings. Happy New Year to you, 
MUMC! 
 -Andy
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Dearest Manistee UMC family,
 I call you family because that is what you are 
to me and so many others in our faith community.  
I was honored, yea even a little overcome, by the 
wonderful sendoff as I retire from my organist/
choir position at the church.  You were so gracious 
to me.  The love gift was so welcome and your 
cards and well wishes on Nov. 27 were way beyond 
generous.  And the extra efforts of many were much 
appreciated.  It’s hard to give up something you 
have loved for so long but all of us must be thankful 
for the time we’ve been given to serve.  Thank you 
for letting me serve you in music and missions.  
 Yours in Christ, 
 Carol Voigts RETIRED but not gone. 

To: The Manistee United Methodist Church 
Family & Friends
 I am so grateful for your recent outpouring 
of thanks. The “Thanksgiving-Card-Bomb” 
was certainly unexpected and is such a  
tangible example of the loving and thoughtful 
church family I am blessed to be a part of! All your 
comments are so very touching.
  I consider it an honor for the part I play in 
bringing handbell music to the congregation.
 Carol Worch 
 Bells of Praise MUMC

To the Congregation:
 We are so touched by your comments on the 
Thank You Cards on November 27th.  We have 
always done what we could to make our church a 
great church and a welcoming one.  We guess we 
did OK during our 50 + years as members and will 
try to continue for as long as we are able.  Thank 
You.
 God Bless,
 Ken and Mary Jilbert

Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

THANK YOU!
 There are no words to express my gratitude for 
the Love Gift.  I’ll always remember your kindness.  
Thank You very much.
 In His Service,
 Shirley Harden

Letters ...

Coffee
with the

Pastor

Tuesdays
10 a.m.

@ Church
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

Email: mumc@t-one.net
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Secret Sister 
Surprise 

 Coming in February, we’re 
bringing back Secret Sister 
Ministry. Open to everyone, 

whether you are new to the church, in a circle or 
anyone who is interested. Even snowbirds/winter 
getaway women can be part of this!!
 Put your name, address, hobbies, celebrations, 
birthdays, and anniversaries on a piece of paper. We 
will meet in January to draw names and all year you 
surprise this secret sister with little treasures ~ like 
cards & goodies. Then, next Christmas we will reveal 
our Secret Sister to each other. 
 Sound like FUN? Watch for more infomation. 
If you’re interested please email or call Helen Leach 
231-723-7726 / hleach5@gmail.com


