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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Continued on page 2.

 We think small things are inconsequen-
tial and can never really make much differ-
ence.  But the truth is that the small things 
can have a significant impact.  Perhaps 
the little things we do when it seems most 
unlikely they will change anything are the 
ones that have the greatest effect on things.  
Take for instance the following story that 
took place during the last months of World 
War II:
 The British were conducting daily 
bombing raids over Berlin.  The bombers 
would leave from England surrounded by 
smaller, faster, and more maneuverable 
fighter planes that would protect the bigger, 
slower, more vulnerable bomb-
ers from the German fighters.
 One night, as they returned 
to England from a successful 
bombing raid, a large group 
of German fighter planes at-
tacked.  During the attack, one 
of the British bombers found 
itself flying alone, with no 
protection.  It was attacked sud-
denly by a German fighter that 
seemed to come out of nowhere.  
The crew watched helplessly as 
the plane moved closer and closer, until it 
was within range.
 As the guns began to light up they waited 
for the sound of bullets hitting their intended 
target and the inevitable outcome.  They 
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watched as the light of hot 
molten lead flew above and 
below them until they 
heard, “Thwap!  Thwap!  
Thwap!  Thwap!”  The sound 
of 4 bullets hitting the fuselage.  They waited 
for the explosion that followed from the ex-
ploding bullets…it never came.  They were 
able to limp back home and land safely.
 Once they were on the ground they told 
the story and the Maintenance Crew Chief 
ordered the fuselage removed and replaced 
as soon as possible to ready the bomber for 
another mission.  When the fuselage was 
removed they heard rattling inside the fuel 
tank and decided to investigate.  They found 
4 unexploded German .50 caliber shells.
 The decision was made to dismantle 

the shells. When the lead was 
removed from the casing, they 
discovered there was no gun 
powder. They also discovered a 
note in each casing.  The notes 
were signed by 4 Polish POWs 
who had been forced to assemble 
the shells to be used against their 
own Allies.
 The notes each said the 
same thing in broken English, 
“We are Polish POWs—forced 
to make bullets in factory.  When 

guards do not look, we do not fill with pow-
der.  Is not much but is best we can do.  Please 
tell our families we are alive.”
 Think about that for a moment.  Four 
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Continued from page 1.
little bullets fired by the enemy, out of millions and 
millions of bullets made during the war, these four 
made all the difference for the crew of this British 
bomber.
  The power of goodness is found in the tiny.  
Isn’t that just like God.  Choosing the tiny, small, 
insignificant things of the world over the large, 
imposing and overwhelming.  David over Goli-
ath.  Gideon and his 300 soldiers over the armies 
of the Midianites that numbered in the thousands.  
Elijah over the 500 prophets of Baal.  The work of 
one man on a cross over the world.  Spirituality is 
about doing the tiny work of God.  It may not seem 
like much, but we do the best we can.  Those little 
acts of kindness; those small responses to God’s 
presence in our lives.  
 Every week, I see people in our church commit 
tiny, triumphal, heroic acts.  Often, they are done 
unselfishly, sometimes out of compulsion, seldom 
out of a sense of duty.  Regardless, we may never 
see the results, but does that really matter? 
 Some of the heroic acts that are available for 
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you to serve in our Lawn Chair Brigade, our First 
Impressions Ministry, our Children’s Ministry, or 
help with the North Riverwalk Project?  What act 
of kindness will you commit?  What will you do 
to make a difference in someone’s life?  Maybe 
you could bake some cookies and take them to the 
neighbor you haven’t had the opportunity to get 
to know.  Who knows, you might just find a new 
friend.  Never forget that those small, seemingly 
insignificant, heroic acts of love and kindness can 
change the world one person at a time.  Check out 
1 Corinthians 1: 18-31.
 Pastor John
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Thinking Ahead
Marketplace 2018
 The annual Bazaar gets a new name this year. 
It becomes Manistee’s Marketplace and takes place 
on October 20. Summertime in the sun is the time 
to create the wonderful crafts we are known for. 
Rainy days in summer are a perfect time to clean 
out closets and set aside those treasures you no 
longer need or use. We’re going to try to recycle 
craft-making supplies this year as well. Think 
Marketplace 2018!

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., July 18th & 
Aug. 15th at the church.The goal 
is to make quilts for charities, 
but new quilters are welcome to 

come and learn.  For information, call Joyce 
Brenner at 398-9205. 

Gaye McLeod
Jim Heiser

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

And Celebrate!
•	 The	Coho Room	is	complete.	The	match-
ing	 grant	 was	 met.	 None	 of	 these	 funds	
came	 from	our	 church	operating	 income	or	
expenses
•	 Taco Dinner	was	a	great	success	raising	
over	$2,500	towards	Youth	activities.
•	 Big Day of Serving!	 Along	 with	 North	
Channel	 Brewry,	 we	 gave	 the	 north	 River-
walk	 a	much	 needed	 facelift!	 Thanks	 to	 all	
the	volunteers!

FINANCES:	Our	church	has	been	a	wonder-
ful	 financial	 support	 to	our	special	projects.	
Please,	as	you	give	to	these	projects,	don’t	
forget	our	needs	 to	continue	 to	support	our	
on-going	ministries	 at	 the	 church	 (worship,	
children	&	youth	ministry,	small	groups,	Call-
ing	 Committee,	 Gief	 Share,	 Divorce	 Care,	
Community	Table,	etc.).
 Jan. 1 - May 31, 2018
	 Total	Income:	 	 $125,733
	 Total	Expenses:	 	 $144,260
(These figures do not include monies raised and 
spent on special projects.)

J.O.Y
Just	Older	Youth

The J.O.Y. Group will be meeting July 11th @ 
12:00 at the home of Ralph & Betty Jo Riggs, 
699 Harbor Drive, Manistee. Sandwiches & 
Sundae’s, $2.50 per person. 

Celebrate Birth
Eloen Wave Merrick 

Born to Shelby McColl  
& Logan Merrick
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor	-	Rev.	John	Scott	

Director	of	Student	Ministries	-	Andy	Anderson	
Director	of	Children’s	Ministries	-	Allie	Anderson

Please	join	us	for	
Sunday	Worship	Services:

Hymns	9:00	a.m.	•	Praise	11:00	a.m.
Kid’s	Harbor	Sunday	School	11:00	a.m
Phone	231.723.6219	•	Fax	231.723.5072

office@manisteeumc.org
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Men’s Walk #44 
October 4 - 7, 2018 
Women’s Walk #45 

October 18 - 21, 2018
Portage Lake Bible Camp

For information about what an Emmaus 
Walk is or you’re interest in attending

see Loraine or Pastor John.

Sing PraiSeS

Luke 24:13-35

UPCOMING
EMMaUs 
WaLKs:


