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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”

A
W

E
L

C
O

M
E

W
O

R
D

JULY 
2017

Continued on page 6.

Change is Hard
 There is an old business proverb that 
says, “Vision without action is a daydream, 
and action without vision is a nightmare.”
 In Proverbs we are told, “Without vision 
the people perish.”

This is why Vision Statements are written. 
 A Vision Statements is nothing more than 
a declaration of how an individual or orga-
nization is going to accomplish its mission.  
It is also the guiding force in making deci-
sions regarding current and future courses of 
action.  Often there are time restraints and 
deadlines that accompany these statements.
 Here at Manistee UMC our Mission 
Statement is, “To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation 
of the world.”  We aspire to 
this through our Vision Statement, which 
has been reduced to a simple three-word 
statement, “CONNECT.  GROW.  SERVE.”
What does all this mean?
 CONNECT:  We personally and corpo-
rately develop and expand our relationship 
with Jesus, with others who are within the 
church, and others who are not in the church 
yet.  We do this intentionally through being 
willing to grow in our personal relationship 
with Christ, being part of small groups, 
fellowship, and ministry opportunities.  We 
challenge ourselves to grow in hospitality by 

inviting others into our groups.  In-
vitation and hospitality are critically 
important.
 GROW:  We all need to grow.  
Recognizing this and being inten-
tional about it is critical to the life 
of a disciple.  We grow in Christ 
by attending worship, being part 
of a small group, and serving in 
ministry.  Invitation is part of this 
process because it offers opportunity 
for accountability as well as growth.
 SERVE:  Here we look to serve 
one another, partner with others in 
our community, and simply be the 
hands and feet of Jesus.  We do this 
through local and global opportu-
nities, we commit to making it part 
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July 10 - 13, 2017 • 6-8 pm 
at the Armory building 

 

Mega Sports Camp 
“Snacks for Kids” 
 July 10 - 13 (Monday - Thursday) 
 We are doing it a bit different this year - in-
stead of serving dinner we will be offering snacks 
and are asking for your help. We need volunteers 
and donations of the following suggested snacks: 
granola bars, go-gurts, other healthy snacks etc. 
gatorade and water as sports on a full belly is too 
hard. There will be a tub in the kitchen to put your 
snacks and a sign-up sheet next to the snacks. The 
last day, July 13th, will be a “celebration day” 
where the kids families will be invited for pizza 
(thanks to Carlotta Circle for funding pizza)! 
God bless, Marianne Blair

 Mega Sports Camp is quickly ap-
proaching! We are so excited to spend the 
week getting to know the children of our 
community on a whole new level. Here is 
what we need from you: 
 Snacks/Drinks 
  (Contact Marianne Blaire) 
 Soccer Balls 
 Basketballs 
 4 Children BIKES 
  (Prizes for the coloring contest) 
PRAYER - for safety, fun, lots of kids, and 
for the love of Jesus to spread!



MANISTEE UMC, page 3

MUMC quilting group will meet 9:30 to noon  
Wed., July 12th. The goal is to make quilts for 
charities, but new quilters are welcome to come 
and learn.  For information, call Joyce Brenner at 
398-9205. 

Cara Babcock
Vickey Stalmack
Jackie Chatman

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

UMW News 
 Summer days will zoom past. Keep October 
21 on your calendar for the Annual Bazaar and 
Luncheon. We’ll be looking for crafts, baskets for 
Silent Auction, canned goods, Bling and purses, 
Attic Treasures, and quilts for display. Please be 
creating and collecting for us this summer.

Dear Church Family-
 On behalf of of the MAPS district, our com-
munity and myself I would like to thank you 
for the generous donation of books and money 
towards our summer reading initiative. Our 
community raised over 6000.00 to purchase 
2100 books! These books were placed in the 
hands of over 400 children in kindergarten 
through third grades. 
 The gently used books will be distributed 
each Wednesday evening as part of book ex-
change held at Jefferson school from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm.  Adults are also invited to come and 
exchange their used books. 
 Our goal for next year is have the program 
extend to grades K-5. What a joy to see the 
children’s faces as they open up a good book! 
What a blessing you have given to God’s chil-
dren. May God continue to bless these children 
with a community filled with the love of others 
around them.
 In His Name.
 Kim Elzinga

Cedar Point 2017  
July 21-23 

Cost Per Person - $46  
DETAILS ON “MUMC Student  
Ministries” Facebook Page  
Contact Andy Anderson for  

information: 231-794-9175 or at 
studentministriesmumc@gmail.com 
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Don’t Forget Your
Secret Sister

“Gather Up” Theme for
2017 Annual Conference
 “Gather Up”, the theme for the 2017 Michigan 
Area 2017 Annual Conference, left this delegate 
uplifted, inspired, and strengthened in faith and 
will.  The experience began with a message from 
our new Bishop, David Bard, who set the tone 
for the Conference.  He admitted, first of all, that 
this new experience leading 1700 some Michi-
gan Methodists had left him a “basket case.” His 
reading of Mark’s account of the Feeding of the 
5,000 would be repeated throughout the Confer-
ence.  When the disciples questioned the Master’s 
command to feed the crowd, he told them, and us, 
“You feed them.”  And they gathered up baskets of 
leftovers from what they had: five loaves and two 
fish.  Other excellent speakers continued the theme 
and the scripture throughout the time.  We came 
to understand, that with faith and with what we 
already have on hand, we can and we must “feed 
them”.  And it doesn’t mean just food!  Bishop 
Bard called on us to be baskets of, and for, grace. 
The Bishop prayed, “A Tisket, a Tasket, God make 
of us a basket. If I’m going to be a basket case, 
that’s the kind of basket case I want to be.”
 The whole worship theme was enhanced by a 
creative chancel setting which involved basketry of 
all kinds including colorful woven strips of fabric 
into framework and backed by beautiful lighting.  
The Memorial service honored our own Mary 
Allen, a pastor’s wife, as a strip of fabric wove 
through a frame signifying her contributions to the 
life of Christ’s church.  Music ranged from enthu-
siastic praise songs to meditative pieces to favorite 
hymns.  The unity of the worship experiences kept 
the “Gather Up” theme alive and meaningful.
 We learned a new word, “liminal”.  Susan 
Beaumont, keynote speaker, defined it as the time 
when a group is betwixt and between something 
that has ended and a new situation has not yet be-
gun.  The Bible is filled with liminal times when 

people were asked to give up the known and ven-
ture into the unknown.  Liminality is a time filled 
with anxiety, but out of disorder comes creativity 
and order.  She spoke to those filled with anxiety 
over forming a new Michigan Conference, and 
over  turmoil within the denomination, but she 
also spoke to those of us in local churches facing 
new ways that concern and trouble us.  She quot-
ed, ”Give our Lord the benefit of believing that 
his hand is leading you, and accept the anxiety of 
feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete,” by 
T. de Chardin.
 Of course, there was legislation to pass.  
Combining two conferences into one is a huge 
job.  Rules and orders from the West Michigan 
Conference and the Detroit Conference had to be 
blended to become one, amenable to both.  The 
biggest change facing Michigan’s United Meth-
odists will be reducing the number of districts in 
the state from 12 to 9.  District Superintendents 
will have much larger areas to care for, but they 
will have assistance from directors appointed by 
the Bishop.  Plans continue to go forward towards 
this new model.  It is indeed a liminal time, but we 
go forward with the help of our God. 
 You can see pictures and read full texts from 
the Conference.  Go to www.news.michiganumc.
org/2017/06/news-for-print/   Look for the AC 
2017 Magazine article and click where indicated.
 Betty Jo Riggs
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Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 
email address. Call the office or 

email mumc@t-one.net

Troy Elijah Trombley
 On June 19th the Leadership Team 
unanimously approved to recommend Troy 
Trombley as a certified candidate for minis-
try.
 Troy has grown up in our church and is 
continuing his studies at Albion University. 
He will begin his junior year in the Fall. He 
is currently working as an intern at the church 
for the summer.
 This past Sunday, while Pastor John was 
on vacation, Troy did the service. Although 
there were a few minor problems with the 
“clicker” & slides in first service, Troy did 
not let that unsettle him.
 Troy spoke with wisdom well beyond 
his years, which is only 20. He allowed God 
to use him and guide him in his message 
and through that message he shared his own 
struggles with God’s calling. He also encour-
aged us to remember to look outward. What 
can we do for others? How does God want 
to use us in this community?
 Thank you Troy for sharing your tes-
timony and message. God does have big 
plans for you and your church family will 
be behind you all the way!



MANISTEE UMC, page 6

of our personal everyday life, and we look for the 
opportunity to invite others to participate in the life 
of the church.  Here we get to practice hospitality 
while setting ourselves aside for the sake of others.
 Why are we in the church so resistant to 
change?  Begin by looking at the three pieces of 
our Vision Statement again.  How are you person-
ally doing with each piece?  If we are honest, many 
of us have to admit that we struggle with at least 
one, if not all. The reason we do is because we have 
never done it that way before… It has not been part 
of our personal make-up, or what some would call, 
our DNA.  This can be true of us as individuals 
and can be true of us corporately.  Bottom line:  
We have to challenge ourselves individually and 
corporately to build these things into our DNA…
and here is why making change is so difficult:
 Treasured Traditions:  Think of these as 
routines.  The things that you do daily that are auto-
matic, your eating and exercising habits, bedtime, 
etc.  Think about the things we do at church that 
are routine, expected and automatic. What would 
need to change if you were to embark on a journey 
of self-improvement?  How hard would it be for 
you to break those ingrained habits…or change 
your DNA?  It’s not much different in a church.
 Valued Relationships:  Within the church 
this is seen as the importance of family.  In other 
words, we hold fast to our own group of friends 
and value them and our church family so much that 
there is little to no room for outsiders to connect.  In 
addition, anytime an outsider is let in some sort of 
change happens.  The family dynamic is disrupted.  
New ideas are introduced because someone new 
has come.  Who is God leading you to include in 
  the family?  Do you feel tension seeing 
  new people at church?  If new people are 
  coming and change is happening, do you 
  find yourself circling the wagons with a 
   small group of friends?  How can 

we embrace new people as well as the changes 
that will come because they are connecting into 
the family?
 Personal Preferences:  We all have these.  
These are the things we honestly believe are crit-
ical for church to be church.  Things like: Music 
style, worship style, placement of certain pieces 
of furniture, how we decorate, use of tradition 
garb and decorations, order of worship, bulletins, 
where we sit, what we sit on, what makes up a 
worship service, who does what, how things are 
done.  Have you ever caught yourself saying, “It 
was good enough for me, it should be good enough 
for them?” or, “We have to do it that way, because 
it has always been done that way?”  When our 
personal preferences stand in the way of others 
coming to know Jesus Christ, we must seriously 
consider making changes.  Remember that God 
does not look upon the outward appearance, but 
into the heart.  This is true of an individual and it 
is also true of a body of believers.  If some evi-
dence of this is needed, read the letters to the seven 
churches in Revelation 2 and 3.
 These three things are the largest obstacles that 
stand in the way of change and growth that is so 
desperately needed in churches today.  Interesting-
ly enough, they are the same obstacles that stand 
in the way of personal growth in your relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  

Continued from page 1.
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Coffee
with the
Pastor

Tuesdays
10 a.m.

@ Church

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

July Birthdays
Sally Gancarz
Janice Witkowski
Bob Buzzell
Brogen Adamczak
Gerald Sleeman
Emma Witkowski
Jim Alexander
Michael W. Blanchard
Sheila Heiser
Betty Sullivan
Jay Raupp
Liz Laskey
Mary Jane Blakeslee
Jenna Nicole Vincent
Barb Czarnecki
JoAn Pehrson
Clarence Sullivan
Wilma Haynes
George Hunt
Brent Danielson
Jacob Fitch
Vickey Stalmack
Tonya Wolverton
Vicki Sheffield
Pauline Tyree

Rick Schrock
Marcia Schrock
Larry Larson
Dency Lippert

Anniversaries
Jim & Cara Babcock
Rod & Carol Worch
Dick Lutz & Barb 
Czarnecki
Andy & Allie Anderson

“I want you to find a bold and innovative way 
to do everything exactly the same way it’s been 

done for 25 years.”

Please note: Coffee with the Pastor will 
not be held on July 4th or July 11th.

 As your Leadership Team, we recognize all of 
this.  We are making changes.  We also know that 
some of the changes will be difficult, and we do 
not make them lightly or flippantly.  We know that 
growth will require change, and we are growing.  
As we grow we welcome your prayers and support.  
 At the end of July we will be organizing Dis-
cussion Groups that will come together up to four 
times to consider some of the changes that our 
Leadership Team has mapped out.  These meet-
ings will give us some time to embrace that space 
between what we know and what we don’t know 
yet…it’s a time and a space that we don’t like and 
it is our natural tendency to want to go back to 
what is familiar…to leave such things behind is 
to enter into a “liminal space”.  
Liminal Space:  (“liminal” comes from the Latin 
word limens, which means, “threshold”)  That 
time and  place when you have left the tried and 
true, but have not yet been able to replace it with 
anything else.  That place of knowing the already 
while being anxious for what is to come without 
knowing what will be.
 We are in a liminal space here at Manistee 
UMC and in the midst of it God is still on the 
throne.  He is in charge and is leading us as we go.  
He is trustworthy and true.  He will lead us through 
this time of liminal space.  Let’s join together in 
growing His Kingdom.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

Email: mumc@t-one.net
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

Change is hard.
Not changing is fatal.


