
MANISTEE UMC, page 1

“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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 Sometimes you just have to have some 
fun!  This is not just true in everyday life, it 
is true in the life of the church as well.  There 
are two events coming up that will help us 
do just that...our Mega Camp and Fourth of 
July Parade.  I hope you will find a way to 
be involved!  
 Our intern, the ex-
traordinary Troy Trom-
bley, is in the process of 
masterminding a float 
for the parade.  He needs 
your help and participa-
tion.  In addition to the 
float, he is inviting you 
to become a member of 
the new MUMC Lawn 
Chair Drill Team.  This 
is a very unique oppor-
tunity that gives you the 
chance to demonstrate 
your lawn chair prowess. 
Plus, you will get a free 
tee shirt.  We not only 
need participants, we 
also need folding alumi-
num lawn chairs (like the  
chair pictured).  We need children and youth 
who are willing to walk in the parade and 
pass out invitations to Mega Camp.  This is 
going to be a lot of fun…so Troy tells me!  
 In addition to the Fourth of July Parade, 
we have our annual Mega Camp.  This year 
it will take place at the 

Have Fun & Be Involved!
Armory Youth Project 
July 10-13.  Our Children’s 
Ministry Director, Allie Anderson, is work-
ing to put together a community-wide camp 
for children that will offer soccer, basketball, 
cheerleading, and painting.  If you see Allie, 

ask her how you can 
be of help or if there 
is anything she needs.
 I f  you  haven’t  
noticed yet, our Chil-
dren’s and Youth Min-
istry areas are growing 
and we are beginning 
some conversations 
around the needs of 
future generations.  
We are also having 
some conversations 
that involve different 
areas of the church 
that should be updat-
ed.  These are im-
portant conversations 
that are challenging.  
You will be invited 
to participate in the 

discussions in the days ahead. 
 Annual Conference begins June 1st and 
goes until the 4th.  We will be voting on dis-
banding the West Michigan Conference and 
the Detroit Conference and forming a new 
state-wide conference called the Michigan 
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 Dear Pastor John Scott and Members 
of the Leadership Team,
 This is perhaps the hardest letter I have 
ever written because it is to inform you of 
my decision to resign from my position as 
Secretary/Administrative Assistant to Man-
istee United Methodist Church effective 
August 31, 2017.  I have decided to retire so 
I can travel and spend time with my family 
and to “live the life I have imagined.”  I 
have worked at Manistee United Methodist 
Church for 19 years, and although those 
were some of the best years of my life, I am 
looking forward to the next chapter..
 I want to personally thank my Pastors 
Jerry Selleck, Jerry Jaquish, Dave Sell-
eck and Pastor John Scott for all of your 
support, guidance, encouragement and 
contributions to my spiritual development 
you have provided me during my time at 
Manistee United Methodist Church.  I have 
made so many friends and I have come to 
love all of them.  I can truthfully say that 
my leaving feels as though I am leaving 
family.  And that is a good thing!  I pray 
that I have served this congregation and 
our Lord Jesus in a pleasing and honorable 
way. 
 So, while I look forward to this new 
challenge that has come my way, I will 
miss all of you very much.  Thanks again 
for every good and kind thing you have 
done for me, but thanks most of all for the 
friendships I have made and the MEMO-
RIES I will take with me.
 I will be glad to provide whatever 
assistance I can to provide a smooth tran-
sition.
 In Christian Love,
 Shirley Harden

Area Conference.  This very difficult and immense 
change comes as a result of recognizing current and 
future needs. 
 On June 11th there will a State of the Church 
Address in worship that will recap the results of An-
nual Conference and will address the concerns and 
possible direction of MUMC in the days ahead.  As 
we continue to grow we will need to anticipate any 
number of things.  
 One of the most difficult questions we must tack-
le is, “What does it mean to be a community church 
in the 21st century?”  There are churches all over the 
country closing at an alarming rate.  They all have 
two things in common.  First, they refuse to change.  
Second, they held fast to “church” as they had always 
known it.  In other words, it became all about them 
and their personal preferences.  We simply cannot go 
there.
 On June 11th we will be passing around a sign-up 
sheet and inviting you to 
become part of discus-
sion groups that will help 
us chart a course for the 
next few years. We are 
headed in a very good 
direction that offers some 
unique challenges.  Your 
input is valuable as we 
do this journey togeth-
er…and we are going to 
have some fun along the 
way…don’t forget your 
lawn chair.
 Pastor John

Continued from Page 1.
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Don’t Forget Your
Secret Sister

From UMW to all Women
 Planning has begun for our fall Bazaar. This 
year we are having a new addition ...

PUTTIN’ ON THE GLITZ.
Kindly donate bling item (jewelry, tops, scarves, 
and new or gently used purses, etc.). Start bringing 
to the church donation box marked?

UMW-BLING-BAZAAR

UMW News & More
 The UMW recently honored women who 
know where our kids are—on Sundays anyway. 
Sue Gustad and Kathi Lynn received Special Rec-
ognition pins to thank them for their many years 
spent teaching and assisting in our Sunday School 
classes from crib to high school. They have been 
faithful in helping Youth Group leaders guide our 
young people into spirit-filled lives. Sue uses her 
talents at the piano for both kids and adults. Kathy 
takes part in the Healing School class.
 A first time mother-daughter recognition went 
to Holly and Breanna Larsen. Holly, too, helps 
in the nursery and has worked tirelessly for the 
Youth Group. Team Larsen has worked together 
pounding nails and repairing roofs, etc. at Red Bird 
Work Trips. Holly has recently begun a program 
of “Revelation Wellness” open to the community. 
Breanna, a new graduate, takes her Jill-of-all trades 
skills, which she learned in four work sessions 
at Red Bird, to El Salvador in June. The Larsens 
received Shining Light pins for their work both 
inside and outside the walls of this church.

Summer Plans for Forge: 
Watch the official Facebook page for updates on 
our second annual Cedar Point trip, weekly sum-
mer happenings around town like campfires, kayak 
days, cookouts, and much more! I am in the process 
of finalizing our Summer Schedule. 

We honored the following seniors: 

Shelby McColl 
Olivia Selbee 

AJ Reau 
Gabby Applegarth 

Briana Larsen 
Be sure to congratulate them!

M U M C  q u i l t i n g  g r o u p 
w i l l  m e e t  9 : 3 0  t o  n o o n  
Wed., June 14th. The goal is to 
make quilts for charities, but new 
quilters are welcome to come 
and learn.  For information, call 
Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

Cara Babcock
Vickey Stalmack
Jackie Chatman

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers
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JULy 4th PARADE
 We are looking to get around 40 people in-
volved in walking in the parade. The idea is that we 
will be doing a lawn-chair brigade. Some people 
will be marching behind the float with lawn chairs 
and we will be doing some fun stuff with them. We 
need aluminum lawn chairs. We are hoping that 
people might have some to spare for us to use. We 
will also need people to walk in the parade ringing 
bells for Salvation Army (we will not be collecting 
food or money this year). 
 Another important aspect of what we are doing 
is a float. For the float we will need paint, petal 
paper, garlands, maybe some boards or plywood 
to paint on. We will also need volunteers to help 
decorate the float as well as walk in the parade. 
Music will be on the float, provided by River 
City Music School. Exact dates for decorating are 
TBA, but I will make sure those get announced at 
church when we have them. We will also do a pre- 
parade meeting for everyone interested in walking 
sometime in mid-late June. 

July 10 - 13, 2017 • 6-8 pm 
at the Armory building 

 Ready to have a TON OF FUN? Then being 
a part of Mega Sports Camp is right for you! 
 Manistee United Methodist Church is offer-
ing kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade one 
awesome time. We want to give kids the chance to 
learn more about sports, discover character-build-
ing concepts, and have a whole lot of fun. Did I 
mention it’s FREE! 
 If your kids or grandkids are interested in being 
a part of Mega Sports Camp, stop by the church 
office to get a registration form. If YOU want to 
be a part of the team that makes it happen, please 
contact Allison Anderson, Director of Children’s 
Ministries. 630.220.9934 
 childrensministriesmumc@gmail.com
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Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 
email address. Call the office or 

email mumc@t-one.net

Manistee UMC
Recognized

 This is to announce that Manistee UMC 
from the WMC is receiving the One Matters 
Discipleship Award. 
 Pastor David Selleck after arriving at 
the church in 2012 decided to enter the Vital 
Church Initiative renewal process. Before 
2012 the congregation had experienced a 
slow decline for the last twenty years. Many 
changes were undertaken as a result of the 
prescriptions, and these changes are now 
beginning to take root. 
 In 2012 Manistee UMC had zero pro-
fessions of faith. As a result from the hard 
work of change, they are now seeing signs 
of healthy growth. In the last four years they 
have seen 33 professions of faith to create a 
growing worshipping community. 
 After Pastor Selleck retired, Pastor 
John Scott took over in 2015 and continued 
the renewal work. Manistee UMC now has 
a discipleship process, a new governance 
model and outreach to the community that 
has increased dramatically.

We are trying to finish up the church 
directory, and we want to include YOU!  

If you haven’t already, please sign up at one of the 
following times to have your pictures taken. 

Sunday May 21, from 1-4 pm
Saturday June 3 & Sunday June 4, from 1-4 pm

Saturday June 10 & Sunday June 11, from 1-4 pm
Thursday evening June 15, from 5 to 7 pm

Saturday June 24 & Sunday June 25, 1-4 pm
PLUS ON ALL THE SUNDAYS LISTED ABOVE PHOTOS 

WILL BE TAKEN BETWEEN SERVICES!
If you cannot make one of the above scheduled dates but have a 

digital photo you would like 
to submit, please email it to jraupp@sbcglobal.net.

and fill out one of the database forms.

REMEMBER the photos are being taken at no charge to you, and there 
is no pressure to purchase anything.  Our own Gabrielle Holler Rossler is 

taking the pictures and the church is self publishing 
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Caring For 
God’s Temple
 “Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are 
not your own; you were bought at 
a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.” 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV
 We have each been given an important func-
tion to perform here on earth as a living member 
of Christ’s body.  We cannot afford to take this 
responsibility lightly, so it is imperative that we 
not mistreat our own physical bodies.
 Our goal is to be healthful, for ourselves and 
for others, both physically and spiritually (I Cor. 
10:23).  God warns us, as Christians, to run from 
sexual sin, because it is a serious offense against 
the body that was created in God’s image.  Our 
bodies are the home for God’s Holy Spirit.  We 
were purchased for holiness at a very high price 
- the life of Jesus (I Cor. 6:20).  But the world is 
telling us - anything goes - this is so dangerous!  
“None of us lives to himself alone…we belong to 
the Lord” (Romans 14:7-8).
 When we let sexual sin in our lives, we are 
abusing God’s temple.  “Therefore, honor God with 
your body” (I Cor. 6:20). What Jesus wants is for 
us to “Love the Lord our God with all our heart and 
with all our soul and with all our strength” (Deu-
teronomy 6:5).  “Impress this on your children.  
Talk about this when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:7).
 God Bless our children and grandchildren as 

they go out into the world.  Pray over them and 
love them as Christ loves each one  

of us…faithfully! Need a listening ear?   
Please call our Stephen Ministers…  

Shirley at the office, 723-6219  
or Jeanne at home 231-920-7511.

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

June Birthdays
Polly Schlaff
Michelle Chesebro
Jim Simons
Nancy Danielson
Drew Sheffield
Rachel VandenBerg
Phyllis Greve
Brandon Fitzgerald
Kathy Schoenberger
Jack Dinsen
Edward VandenBerg
Owen Weldy
Ross Holman 
Larry Glover
Dave Jankwietz
Klaus Kutschke
Tammy Messner
Misty Gressick/Powell
Lura Nunn
Dan Gustad
Lisa Kutschke
Abby Tomaszewski 
Lily Sandstedt

Colleen Granada
Elizabeth Selbee
Conor Fitzgerald
Bryan Marshall
Jeanne Van Eerden
Carissa Leach
Kiara Bromley
Donna Krahe
Luke Anderson

Anniversaries
George & Nora Hunt
George & Sheila Culbert
Tim & Brenda Bowman
Charles & Rachel VandenBerg
John & Vickey Stalmack
Eric Thuemmel & Julia Raddatz-Thuemmel
Todd & Renee Mallison
Ralph & Betty-Jo Riggs
Ron & Cathy D. Helmboldt
Jack & Linda Adams
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Coffee
with the
Pastor

Tuesdays
10 a.m.

@ Church

God’s Call in Our Lives
 God’s appearance at Mount Horeb was in the 
form of flames in a bush. God often appeared in 
Scripture in the midst of flames. In Genesis 15:17 
God appeared to Abraham as a “fiery flame.” Be-
ginning in Exodus 13, God would lead the Israel-
ites as a “pillar of fire” (NRSV). Later, when God 
appeared to the Israelites in Exodus 24:17, “The 
Lord’s glorious presence looked like a blazing fire 
on top of the mountain.” In Daniel 7:9, God sat 
on a throne ablaze with flames. In Acts 2, when 
the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples, the 
Spirit appeared as flames of fire. And Hebrews 
12:28-29 (NIV) tells Christians to “worship God 
acceptably with reverence and awe, for our ‘God 
is a consuming fire.’” 
 Consider what God says next to Moses:
 He continued, “I am the God of your father, 
Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.” 
Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look 
at God. Then the Lord said, “I’ve clearly seen my 
people oppressed in Egypt. I’ve heard their cry of 
injustice because of their slave masters. I know 
about their pain. I’ve come down to rescue them 
from the Egyptians. . . . So get going. I’m sending 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, 
out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:6-8, 10)
 Notice how, having seen, heard, and known 
the pain of the Israelites, God responded. He did 
not send a legion of angels to liberate the Israel-
ite slaves from Egypt. No, God showed up in a 
burning bush to an eighty-year-old shepherd! And 
not just any eighty-year-old shepherd. He found a 
shepherd who was fluent in the Egyptian language, 
who had been an insider when it came to Egyptian 
power and rule, and who knew philosophy, reli-
gion, law, governance, and leadership. He called an 
eighty-year-old shepherd who once had felt such 
indignation at the oppression of the Israelites that 
he killed a man to stop it. God didn’t send an angel; 
he sent a person. God said to Moses, “Get going! 
I’m sending you!” We’re not meant to miss this: 

God sometimes chooses, calls, and uses the most 
unlikely of people to do his work in the world.
 This is such an important point that I want to 
make sure we get it. God’s usual way of working 
in the world to alleviate suffering, injustice, and 
pain is not to intervene miraculously, suspending 
the laws of nature, violating the principle of human 
freedom, or sending angels to make things right. 
No, God works through people. God sees, hears, 
and knows the suffering of others. God expects his 
people to do the same. And God’s response is to 
call us to step up as instruments of his aid. 
 Occasionally, we may have the kind of burn-
ing bush experience Moses had when we hear 
the audible voice of God or when events clearly 
reflect God’s call on our lives. But in my experi-
ence, God’s call most often comes in a whisper 
or through a feeling, nudge, or compulsion that 
I can’t shake. I hear the voice of God most often 
when I’m reading, praying, or discussing the faith 
with others or when I’m worshiping, singing, or 
listening to the Scriptures read aloud or preached.
 This is an excerpt from Chapter Two, “Two 
Moments That Defined the Man,” from Adam 
Hamilton’s latest book, Moses: In the Footsteps 
of the Reluctant Prophet.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5
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Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

Beginning Monday June 5th thru Labor Day 
office hours will be M-T 8am to 12 noon. 


