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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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I Can Only Imagine .....

CHURCH-WIDE STUDY
Starts March 17

4-Week Study
Small Group Leaders Needed

Look for sign up sheets or contact the church office.

 Let me begin by saying a great 
big “thank you” to all of you have 
included me in your prayers this last 
week.  Your words of encouragement 
and prayers for healing have meant 
more than you know.  My surgery was 
successful and all that remains is the 
healing.
 As we move toward March and 
the likelihood of Spring, let me invite 
us all to find the time to invest in being 
part of our church-wide study called, 
I Can Only Imagine.  The study be-
gins on March 17th and will conclude 
right before Easter.  Sunday morning 
worship will focus on the study and 
there will be an opportunity to see 
the movie here at the church for those 
who have not seen it.
 Also, at 4:00PM on Sunday, April 
14th we have rented the large theater 
at the Vogue to offer a free viewing 
of the movie to the public.  Let me 
encourage you to invite others to the 
show!  
 On another note, by the time you 
read this newsletter, our special Gen-
eral Conference will have concluded.  
We will be reviewing and considering 
the outcome and be sharing with you 
in the days ahead.  Please continue in 
prayer for the global church.
 As we move toward Ash Wednes-
day and the start of Lent, let me leave 

you with this passage from 
1 Corinthians 2: 9-10;
…as it is written:  What no eye 
has seen, what no ear has heard, and 
what no human mind has conceived…such are 
the things God has prepared for those who love 
Him…these are the things God has revealed to us 
by His Spirit.”
 Can you hear the word ‘imagine’ in that pas-
sage?  Imagine what God has prepared for you.
Imagine what God has prepared for His Church.
 Blessings,
 Pastor John
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Packing Date: Wednesday
March 13th @ 12:30 pm

J.O.Y
Just Older Youth

Thursday, March 14th • Noon 
House of Flavors Restaurant

Seder Super
Thursday, April 11
5:30 p.m.
Watch for details.

Youth Group: Sundays, 6-8pm 
  We will be continuing the Bible Video  
Series including Jesus crucifixion and His  
resurrection. 
  Sessions always include snacks and other 
fun activities.
 Be sure to save the date of March 22 for 
the LOCK-IN.
 Don’t forget we are still collecting bottle 
and can returnables.  Drop them off at the 
church.

PARENTAL CONSENT IS REQUIRED UPON SIGN IN 
OF THE EVENT. ASK YOUR YOUTH LEADER FOR A 

COPY TO FILL OUT AHEAD OF TIME.
TURN IN YOUR COMPLETED PERMISSION SLIP 

BEFORE LOCK-IN OR AT DROP OFF.

Friday, March 22 | 8pm - 8am
Don’t forget sleeping bag/blanket & pillow,  

sleepware, change of clothes and any  
personal care items needed.

Food • Activities • Games • Snacks • Drinks!

LOCATED @ ARMORY  555 1ST ST. | MANISTEE

Have You Ever Been Broken? 
 If we search our hearts, we can all remember 
a time of brokenness. Maybe you are experienc-
ing it right now. The loss of a loved one by death, 
divorce, a job or a bad health report.
 Jesus takes our brokenness and turns it into 
blessings. This is God’s Grace or undeserved 
favor.
 What should we do when we are broken?
1) COME TO JESUS-He will give you grace. 
Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.”
 2) CONFESS TO JESUS-He will remove 
your guilt. John 19:30 “When Jesus received the 
drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ Jesus death was 
full payment for our sins.”
 3) COMMIT TO JESUS-He will lead you to 
holiness/goodness. Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me 
oh God, and know my heart. Test me and know 
my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
 God loves us just the way we are, but He 
loves us too much to let us stay that way!
 Jeanne VanEerden
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MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., March 20th 
at the church. The goal is to make 
quilts for charities, but new quilters 

are welcome to come and learn.  For informa-
tion, call Joyce Brenner at 734.972.7001. 

 Amy Patterson, Ron Campbell’s daughter, formerly of the Lud-
ington/Manistee area,  has recently had a Christian book pub-
lished by Mission Point Press, entitled: “Dreaming of a Daughter.”  
 Some of you may recall Amy and her family coming to M.U.M.C. in 2012 
to give a testimonial and share a short video of her family’s adoption of a little 
girl from China. Her heartfelt book tells the true story of her long quest for a 
daughter and shares the many trials and challenges of that journey. Amy also 
shares the many miracles and blessings that God poured out to her and her 
family during the adoption of their beloved daughter. The entire story is one of 
incredible perseverance, faith, patience, and love. It is a wonderful example of 
what can happen once we finally learn to surrender to God.
 The book is currently available to purchase on Amazon by searching for 
the title and is generating excellent reviews. Hopefully it will soon be available 
at local bookstores and libraries as well.

WHITE
BREAKFAST
Saturday, April 6th

Watch for Details.

Thanks to Pastor John and all  
for the prayers, calls, cards and 
visits. I appreciated it so much.

Mary Jilbert

THANK YOU for Visits, Prayers,  
and cards during my recent  

hospital stay in Feb. I appreciated 
every single one of them!!!

Jim Babcock

BAKELESS
BAKE SALE
All Sundays in March

Look for Envelopes.

Thank YOU 
from Teen Challenge for the 

donations from the congregation. 
Your gift will help free men and women 

from the hopelessness of drug 
addiction and alcoholism. 

May God Bless you all for your  
continued thoughtfulness  

and generosity.
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We’re building up our 
Facebook page follow-
ing and you can help us 
get the word out about 
all of the wonderful things that are happening here! 
When you are on Facebook, please go to the Man-
istee United Methodist Church Facebook page and 
“Like” and “Follow” it. Then, when you see a post 
from our Facebook page, please share it. Thank you 
very much.
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Will continue through winter  
every Wednesday at 2:00.
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Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org



MANISTEE UMC, page 8

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott

Family Ministries Coordinator - Jennifer Outman 

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Kid’s Harbor Sunday School 11:00 a.m

Phone 231.723.6219
office@manisteeumc.org
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Sign up for a 
small Group!

 Starts March 17

Jim Babcock
Pastor John, Jackie Chatman

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

This is wild game??


