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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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 Books.  There are books on just about 
any subject you would care (or not) to learn 
about.  In addition, YouTube and Vimeo 
have “how-to” videos that show how to do 
whatever.  There is so much information out 
there.  The problem with this “information 
overload” is that not all of it is accurate and 
can be rather problematic.  So called “ex-
perts” write and post something that goes 
viral becoming overnight sensations in a 
particular field.
 I have found myself scouring books, arti-
cles, and online trainings focused on the topic 
of “How to Make Maple Syrup”.  Inside of 
an hour and a half I had learned about spiles, 
sugar-content, hydrometers, reverse osmosis 

process, vacuum pumping, evaporators, 
sugar sand, the rule of 86, and other related 
topics.  As an interesting note, almost all the 
information was consistent from author to 
author, and narrator to narrator.  Thankfully.
 If only the topic of Church Vitality and 
Relevance was so clear and the process easy 
and predictable.  There are articles, books, 
videos, processes, and many, many experts 
(of varying degrees of experience and ex-
pertise) who offer a variety of opinions, 
formulas, and markers for charting a course 
toward congregational vitality.  
 Frankly, it can be difficult to sift through 
the menagerie of available information.  
Careful reading and reflection often reveals 

A Vital Church ....

Palm Sunday, March 25 | Good Friday, March 30 | Easter Sunday, April 1

Continued on page 2.
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Continued from page 1.
voices of scrutiny, scorn, rejection, self-interest, 
skepticism, personal preference, consumerism, 
politics, platforms, as well as helpful, godly 
concern and prophetic insight.  Cultural shifts 
seldom, if ever, require a shift in the doctrines of 
the Church.  The Church is meant to be a haven, 
a sanctuary in the midst of a crazy, chaotic world.  
In the world.  Not of the world.  
 For a church to be vital I have come to believe 
that it is about those of us who make up the Body.  
Here is a mini-checklist, or a check-up list for all 
of us. 
•  Love God.  Love Others (all others).
•  Invitation and hospitality.
•  Pray like your life and the life of the church 
depends upon it.  Because it does.  
•  Grow and go local before going global.
• Embrace the Bible.  All of it.  It is trustworthy 
and true.  It is God’s Word.
• The poor matter!  Treat them like family.  
Remember, poverty is not always measured in 
dollars.  Poverty is a spiritual condition as well 
as economic.
• Go beyond the boundaries of what you believe 
is generous.
• Rejoice and give thanks in all things, at all 
times, in every situation, and in all places.
• Giving and receiving forgiveness.
 In March, leadership and staff will be joining 
together for a retreat.  We covet your prayers as 
we spend intentional time charting a course for the 
next few years.  Some of the things on the agenda 
will include:
• A third worship service
• A satellite campus that might house Forge 
Youth Ministries and River City Music School
• Ministry partnerships with various groups/
organizations in Manistee
• Discipleship
• Facility evaluation, needs, and projections.
• Local trends and ministry needs.

 Your prayers for our time together are certainly 
welcome and even encouraged.
 On another note, thank you to everyone who 
made the remodeled children’s “Coho Room” a 
reality.  At the time of this writing we are within 
$1,500.00 of the total projected cost of $14,000.00.  
We are hoping to have it completed before Easter 
so that the Children can worship there.  And Easter 
is just around the corner.
 May God bless you in these days.
 Pastor John

Palm Sunday | 9 am Hymn | 11 am Praise

Good Friday Community Service | Noon | March 30

Easter | 9 am Hymn | 11 am Praise
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Small Group Study 

Hi MUMC! 
 Andy here from Forge Youth. The past few 
weeks have been both fun and slow. By fun, I mean 
that we had a Super Bowl Pre Game Party and by 
slow I mean that a lot of kids are out with end - of 
-winter - sickness. Just to give you a little update 
on where things will be headed this spring:
1.  I would like to plan a fund raiser for the youth 
ministry. Any ideas would be greatly welcomed.
2.  Volunteers: if you would like to get more 
involved, please see me at the church through-
out the week or send an email to forgeyouth@ 
manisteeumc.org. We have a lot of fun but our 
numbers are growing and we need more people 
to love the kids! 
3.  Tickets for the Big Ticket Festival. We have a 
lot of tickets left! The fest will run from June 20-
23. We will have a Forge Youth Campsite! Tickets 
run $65/person.
4.  Annual Cedar Point Trip: Looking for congre-
gants to help sponsor tickets for students that can’t 
pay for the ticket. Also looking for volunteers to 
go on this trip.
 Looking forward,
 Andy

 Join us for an 8 session Bible study on the book 
of Malachi. In this study Lisa Harper focuses on 
God’s mercy. On our worst day, God doesn’t walk 
away from us. And His love for us is not deter-
mined by our performance. No matter how many 
times we mess up, God loves (and never leaves) 
broken people. “I the LORD do not change” Mal-
achi 3:6 
 People participating in this Bible study will 
gain a fresh perspective on the Book of Malachi. 
It is more than a book in the Bible about tithing. 
Lisa brings the Scripture to life through dynamic  
storytelling.
 We will meet Friday mornings at 9am in the 
church Cafe starting April 6th. Workbooks are 
available at the church office or at the study. For 
those that can afford it, we ask for a $20 donation 
to cover workbooks and a small portion of the 
DVD cost. Any questions, call Sally Koon at 
616.901.7268.

Malachi: 
A Love That Never Lets Go

Tickets still available!
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Grant Opportunity! 
We are renovating the old jungle room into what 
will now be called the Coho room. We have an 
amazing chance to receive a matching grant and 
all we have to do is raise $7,000 as a congrega-
tion within the 60 day slot and we will receive a 
matching grant of $7,000 to make the Coho room 
a place that our kids are excited to be. We have 
already raised $5,700!

and GIVEAWAY! 
KIDS, bring your friends to church, 
now through Easter Sunday, and you 
AND your friend will be entered in a 

drawing for a chance to win an iPod!!! 
The drawing will occur on 

Easter Sunday during the 11am  
service down in Kids Harbor  

(must be present to win).  
The Easter Egg starts at 10am!  

Hope to see you 
and your friends there! 

Parents Night Out ...
was a success! On February 9, we offered a free 
Parent’s Night Out to the families in the commu-
nity. This was a chance for parents to get a couple 
hours to themselves while the church entertained 
their children, free of charge! We had 17 kids total 
and 13 of them were brand new to our church pro-
grams. Thanks to everyone who helped planned, 
set-up, run, and clean up!

Ron Campbell working in the Coho room.
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What In The World Is UmW?
 United Methodist Women is an organization celebrating 
150 years of service and mission to the world.  It supports 
300 some mission projects in 110 countries around the world, 
including 100 in the U.S.  Its purpose is to empower women, 
care for children, educate and build up youth, look after the 
neglected, advocate for social justice, create economic support 
and change neighborhoods. 
 Here in our local unit, think about an umbrella.  That 
would be the UMW Board which is made up of representatives 
from different circles.  The Board plans and directs events and 
activities for fellowship and devotion for all women such as a 
Lenten Breakfast, an Advent Tea, or a Mother-Daughter-Friend 
dinner. It also takes care of the kitchen’s needs. To fund our pledge of $3200 annually for global missions, 
it has offered our unique Bazaar and Luncheon as well as Bake Sales and a Bakeless sales. Funds also 
go to local charities and to support needs within this church.
 Under that umbrella, are 5 circles which meet at varying times to enable women to choose the best 
time for them.  At a circle meeting, there is lots of laughter, lots of chatter, lots of friendship, lots of 
learning, lots of prayer and lots of support for each other. Membership in a circle is always open, and 
be assured you will be welcome and are needed. Come meet your sisters in a circle. 
 Listed below are the times and a member you can contact for current information.

Carlotta Circle:  
 1st Fridays at 1:00 PM       
 Cara  299-5191
Circle of Faith:  
 2nd Thursdays at 7:00 PM       
 Helen  510-9901
Circle of Hope: 
 2nd & 4th Weds. 6-7:15 PM  
 (with child care)   
 Kathy  723-6665
Estella Circle: 
 1st Mondays at 7:00 PM       
 Ruth   723-6768
Etha Nagler Circle:  
 1st Wednesdays at 1:00 PM       
 Mary   889-4272
 (Etha Nagler was a missionary long ago; Carlotta and Estella may have 
been also or were leaders in the church which explains some names.)

Faith • Hope • Love in Action
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(Jean Maiville)

Persistent Prayer
Notes from Pastor Vic Willis, 
Englewood UMC, 02/18/18
 Luke 11:9-10 “So I say to 
you, ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.”
 Have you ever been on the receiving end 
of persistent prayers? Sometimes we wait and 
wait and begin to wonder if God will answer our 
prayers. Jesus hears our every prayer and he an-
swers them. For sure God is working it out in ways 
we cannot see. Then, the answer to prayer comes to 
light. God answered in a way that surpasses ALL 
UNDERSTANDING…God is ever faithful!
 God wants our relationship to Him to be #1 
in our lives. it’s not about us always, but about 
others with greater needs than ours. We can pray 
anywhere, anytime shamelessly and audaciously. 
We can date and journal our prayers, then look 
back to see our answered prayers. Our world needs 
prayer for:
• Gun violence in schools,
• National Leaders,
• Our World and World Leaders,
• Loved ones in your life far from God,
• Healing of people and their families with Mental 
Health Issues,
• Pastors, Church Staff, & Missions,
• Sick among us for healing, strength, and peace.
 God shapes our character through prayer and 
He wants the very best for us.. Are you going 
through a struggle right now and need a confiden-
tial friend to talk with? Please call your Stephen 
Ministers, Betty at 231-510-6163 or Jeanne at 
231-920-7511.

New Office 
manager
 Congratulations to Helen 
Leach who is our new Office 
Manager! I believe Helen will 
make a very good addition to 
the staff and be a tremendous 
asset to the church as a whole. 
She brings a high level of com-

mitment, a vast knowledge of the congregation, a 
working knowledge of people, and spiritual depth. 
Please take time to congratulate and thank Helen 
when you get the chance! 
 Helen has served on the Leadership Team and 
her move to a staff position will create a vacancy 
on the team. Maralee Cook has agreed to fill that 
position. Please welcome Maralee when you see 
her! With her understanding of Marketing and Ad-
vertising she will bring some unique perspectives.
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Coffee
with the

Pastor
First Monday

of Every Month
10 a.m.

@ Church

Packing Dates: 
Wednesday @ 1 pm

March 14th. 

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., March. 
21st. and 6-8 pm at the Joyce 
Brenner’s house (call Joyce for 
directions 734-972-7001)The 

goal is to make quilts for charities, but new 
quilters are welcome to come and learn.  For 
information, call Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

in the passing of
Margaret Bryan
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
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Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.
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Pastor - Rev. John Scott 
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Return Service Requested

Prayer Cards &
Attendance Cards

Please note; we have 2 different  
cards in the pews now.

The Prayer Cards will be used for 
Prayer Requests.

The Attendance Cards should be filled 
out every Sunday by everyone. This 
helps us to keep track of people that 
may be missing for extended periods  
of time, if someone is interested in 

membership, etc.


