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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Dreamers ...
 Last month I wrote about what it meant 
to be a member of the church.  This month, let 
me challenge you to go beyond the “duties” 
of congregational membership.  Let me invite 
you to praying and dreaming for your church 
and its leaders.  As you do, God tends to be-
gin revealing things needed for a particular 
congregation to be vital and healthy.  Such 
dreams and revelations often call us to acts 
of obedience that challenge us to step out 
beyond our comfort zones and the tradition 
of familiarity.  

 Jesus changed things.  
Many in the Temple and 
Synagogue thought he was a 
blaspheming heretic because of who he hung 
out with, the things he said, and the things he 
did.  He scared them.  Fear does funny things 
to people.  The leaders of the Temple and 
Synagogues kept people coming to worship 
out of fear and obligation.  Jesus drew people 
simply because of who he was.  This should 
be a huge hint for us as the church.
	 As	a	church,	we	are	first	and	foremost	a	
body…not a building.  In fact, membership 
in this body is a willingness to admit whole-
heartedly that it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives within me.  This body that 
we belong to is not ours.  We are part of the 
body of Christ.  And, if we are the body of 
Christ, our hope is in him.  Our future is in 
his hands. We dwell secure trusting in him.  
He loves us and leads us.  He invites us to 
walk by faith in spite of our fears and failings.  
Without faith we cannot please him.  Faith is 
our measure of success.
 The church is a strange animal that we 
have worked hard to shape into the image of 
all the other animals at the zoo.  It is meant to 
be anything but!  It is unique.  It is life-giv-
ing.  It is a spiritual fortress.  It is a spiritual 
hospital.  It is not mine.  It is not yours.  It 
belongs to the Father.  And the Father sees 
his Son when he looks upon her.  She is the 
Bride of Christ.  Where the Bride and the 
Bridegroom become one.  The church is 
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Continued from page 1.
the place where God can show up unexpectedly, 
miraculously, and powerfully…all because it is 
meant to be something other than what the world 
has to offer!  It is supernatural life dwelling within 
the natural.
 We sing the words, “In this place, among 
these people, God is worshipped, God is 
praised. We have seen the signs and wonders; 
the lost are found here, the dead are raised. 
We are living the Gospel story; lives are changed 
and mountains moved. Won’t you come and work 
among us? You are welcomed, you are loved. 
 I want us to be the church that we sing about.  
So my invitation to you is that you would join me 
in prayer asking Jesus what he hopes for his bride 
(that’s you and me).  Check this passage out:
And it will be in the last days, says God, that I will 
pour out My Spirit on all humanity; then your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 
Acts 2:17
 Thom Rainer wrote an article a few years back 
based on this passage from Acts called, I Am A 
Church Member Who Has A Dream For The 
Church.  Here is part of that article.  Perhaps it 
could be your guide as you pray for the church and 
its leaders.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams. 
I know that my church could use a new vision and 
new	fire.	I	know	that	we	have	seen	better	days	in	
our history. Sometimes it seems that we are going 
through the motions. I dream of a day when the 
vision	is	once	again	clear	and	the	fire	is	intense.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams. 
Sometimes we members hang on to those things we 
like instead of asking God what He wants. I dream 
of a day when it will not be about my programs, 
preferences, and desires. I dream of a day when I 
am giving all and asking for nothing.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams. 

I know that no dream can become a reality unless 
we are people of prayer. Too often I give lip service 
to prayer. Too often I fail to pray for my pastor and 
my church. Too often I don’t really act like prayer 
matters. I dream of a day when prayer is powerful 
in our church.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams. 
I dream that God will break our hearts for those 
in our community.  That we will not neglect the 
hurting, the homeless, the strugglers, and the strag-
glers. I dream of a day when we are so powerfully 
present in our community that people know us by 
name.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams. 
Jesus came to seek and save those who are lost. I 
dream of a day when we do the same in our church. 
I dream of a day when our hearts are so broken 
for those who do not know Jesus Christ, that we 
cannot help but speak about Him. Indeed, I dream 
that we will share the gospel at home and to the 
ends of the earth.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams.
Churches are declining and dying all around us. 
Perhaps my church is one of those, or close to 
becoming one of those. I dream of a day when 
we will have no doubt in this church that we are 
vibrant and alive. Indeed I dream of a day when we 
come to this place excited and anticipating what 
God will do next.
 I am a church member who dreams dreams.
But dreams cannot remain mere dreams. They must 
soon move to action. So I will continue to dream 
dreams. But I will also seek to be God’s instrument 
for those dreams. I will dream a dream that the old 
hymn is about me: “God send a revival, and let it 
begin in me.”

Don’t Forget 
Your

Secret Sister



MANISTEE UMC, page 3

Housing/Parsonage Proposal:
 If you were not able to attend Sunday worship 
on Feb. 19th and missed the announcement, this is a 
proposal Pastor John has presented to the Leaderhip 
Team.
 Pastor John & Becky would like to buy or build a 
house in Manistee.
What this means ....
1.  They want to make a strong commitment to this 
 community.
2.  They would no longer live in the parsonage.
3.  We would pay Pastor a housing allowance.
How do we make this happen .....
1.  Pastor would take a reduction in his salary -  
 the raise we gave him this year.
2.  We would no longer provide him with a land 
 line, cable or internet.
 Then a big piece .....
3.  Andy & Allie would move into the parsonage 
 and pay a monthly fee to the church to 
 cover utilities & some of the housing 
 allowance. They have agreed to this. This 
 would actually save them quite a bit of money 
 to put towards their school loans. It also gives 
 them a home with a yard for their family.
Overall .....
4.  It will be a net increased expense to the 
 church of approx. $2,000 per year.
5.  Pastor John & Andy would forgo any raises 
 for the next few years.
6.  This probably won’t happen until closer to fall.
7.  We will hold a Charge Conference on April 3 
 to approve the Pastor’s salary change. This is 
 a standard Methodist procedure we have to 
 follow with the District Supt.
 If you have any questions, please contact one of us 
from the Leadership Team. Sally Koon, Rick Schrock, 
Eric Thuemmel, Betty Jo Riggs, Clarence Sullivan, Jay 
Raupp, Pastor John, Theresa Thompson, Mark Brown.
 If you missed Feb. 19th service. Andy did an 
awesome job and gave his testimony and how he was 
brought to our church. You can go online and listen to 
the message.

  

Grand Traverse District 

Lay Servant Ministries                                        
Training 

 

 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of God 

who called you out of darkness into God’s wonderful light.  
1 Peter 2:9 NIV 

Upcoming Training Events in 2017: 
 

March 22, 29, April 5, 12 and 19th  
Wednesday 5:00-7:30 pm at Mancelona UMC 

117 East Hinman, MI  49659 
$20.00 registration fee 

*Dinner at 5:00 pm  
Basic Class – “Lay Servant Ministries” 

 
Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22  

at Lake Michigan Campground 
5:00 pm Fri to 5:00 pm Sat. 

5807 N. Ridge Rd., Pentwater, MI  49449 
Basic Class – “Lay Servant Ministries” 

 2 Advanced Classes offered - “Spiritual Growth” &  
“Aging in Ministry” 

 
  

REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT 
www.events.michiganumc.org 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

“BAKELESS” BAKE SALE
A bit of news we have today, 

A “bakeless” bake sale is on the way.
The United Methodist Women will hold 
their annual “Bakeless Sale” throughout 
the month of March. Your Sunday bulletin 
will have an envelope you can use to put the 
price of a pie, cake or cookies in and place 
in the calorie-less cake box on the table in  
Fellowship Hall.  Thanking you in advance 
for your support of this and other fund-
raisers.



MANISTEE UMC, page 4

How to contact Andy:
Mobile Phone: 231-794-9175 

studentministriesmumc@gmail.com
Student Ministries Facebook Page: 

MUMC Student Ministries

Student Ministries
The youth group has changed it’s name to “Forge 
Manistee” Feel free to follow us on Social 
Media at: www.instagram.com/forgemanistee  
We are in the process of planning for our spring 
event. It will be held at the Great Wolf Lodge - 
March 11th, pricing is coming soon! We will stay 
for 2 nights, have access to the water park and hang 
out around Traverse City

Safe Harbor
 Safe Harbor has one more week to go, March 
4-11. So far, we’ve covered our bases and served 
our guests, but some of our volunteers are unavail-
able	for	the	final	week.	The	need	for	men who can 
stay overnight (8pm-7am) is real: Only a few men 
are physically capable of serving overnight, and 
some of those have a work schedule that prevents 
them. If you or someone you know is able, please 
call Joy to learn more. Dinners are a valuable 
contribution, and breakfast casseroles are also very 
welcome – it saves time for those serving in the 
morning and provides good fuel to our guests for 
getting through the day.
 It really is easy to befriend and assist these 
people who have lost their homes. Contact Joy at 
398-9427 to sign-up or simply to learn more about 
Safe Harbor! 
 In Christ we serve.

Packing will be Wed., March 8 and 22nd, 1:00 at 
the church. Donations are always welcome. Make 
checks out to the church and put “backpack” in 
the memo line.

MUMC quilting group will meet 9:30 to noon  
and/or 6:30 to 8:30 on Wed., March 15th. The goal 
is to make quilts for charities, but new quilters are 
welcome to come and learn.  For information, call 
Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church
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Focus Matters
“The Lord preserves the simple; I was 
brought low, and He saved me.” Psalm 
116:6 (NKJV) 
 It’s important to keep the main 
thing the main thing. Our focus must 
be on Jesus, always. If we lose our 
focus, we lose our purpose. Here are a few things to 
consider about keeping focus. 
1.  Keep Jesus at the Center.  From the day to day 
tasks to the big ticket items – everything should be 
about Jesus.
2. Have a Spirit of Thankfulness. Thankfulness is a 
catalyst for a life full of God. Being full of gratitude 
and with “thank you’s” to others and to God will help 
us realize that what we are a part of is not dependent 
on ourselves, but is accomplished through Jesus. 
 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell 
among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 
in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” (Col 3:15-17 
NIV) 
3. When in Doubt. Simplify. One of the best ways to 
keep focused, is to keep life simple.
4. Seek Jesus – Personally. The Word promises us.  
We can take that promise to the bank by continuing to 
seek Him, knowing that He will lead us. A life that is 
focused on Jesus will lead to a life of focus and deter-
mination. 
 So today, why not make your focus on Jesus. You 
will be happy you did.  If we lose our focus, we lose 
our purpose.
 Do you or someone you know have a need for 
a listening ear?  Please call our Stephen Ministers… 
Shirley	at	the	office,	723-6219	or	Jeanne	at	home	889-
7867.

White Breakfast
Event Is Planned
 Rev. Jane Lippert will be the guest speak-
er at the White Breakfast on Saturday, March 
18, at 10 AM.  This traditional event features 
a silent breakfast during the Lenten season as 
a time for contemplation and prayer.  After 
Hot Cross Buns and fruit, Rev. Lippert will 
speak.  Jane serves as Outreach Minister at 
Central United Methodist Church in Traverse 
City.
 Jane grew up in our church and is sister 
to Dency.  It is always a pleasure to have her 
return. The United Methodist Women spon-
sors this special event for all the women of 
the church.  It is helpful if you will sign up on 
the poster so we can plan accordingly.  Sheryl 
Guenthardt and Dee Kula are chairpersons.

Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 
email address. Call the office or 

email mumc@t-one.net
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Jackie Chatman,
Ralph Riggs,

Janell Peterson,
Rev. Jane Langston,  
Bear Lake UMC Pastor 

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

March Birthdays
John Kutschke
Margaret Bryan
Shirley Harden
Marjorie Horton
Jean Maiville
Russ Paxson
Brady McIntyre
Cara Babcock
Katelyn Richards
Cathy D. Helmboldt
George Schafer
Mackenzie Thompson
Jim Babcock
Tammy Marshall
Jane Oliver
Arielle	Sheffield
Larry Leach
Edda Wright
Andrew Pontiac
Jerry Tyson
Drew Schlaff
Grant Schlaff

Anniversaries
Russ & Geri Paxson
Clarence & Betty Sullivan

in the passing of
Mary Wilson Allen,

John Witkowski
Dean Thompson

Missed a Sunday 
Sermon?

Listen to it on-line at
www.

manisteeumc.org
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	 Revelation	Wellness	is	a	non-profit	ministry	
dedicated to educating and inspiring people to 
live healthy and whole lives in Christ so we can 
love others well. In 2007, we started our ministry 
at Living Streams church in Phoenix, Arizona by 
providing	“open	to	the	community”	fitness	classes	
called Revelation Fitness. We desired to breathe 
fresh	hope	into	the	fitness	world	and	provide	a	new	
way for people to meet together and grow in love 
for God and for one another (Isaiah 43:19).
 In 2010, God made it clear that Revelation 
Wellness had a global call to action. He charged 
us to, “Raise up an army!” because the harvest is 
plenty but the workers are few (Matthew 9:37). 
In that same year, Revelation Wellness Instructor 
Training was launched and is successfully send-
ing	out	“missionaries”	in	the	field	of	fitness	and	
wellness to this day.
 Revelation Wellness believes that as the body 
of Christ gets healthy and whole by the power of 
the	love	of	God,	they	will	be	fit	for	their	purpose—
to proclaim and show the love of God down the 
roads less traveled. By the power of God and the 
gift of His good grace, Revelation Wellness, its 
students, instructors, and partnering donors will 
impact the world for good by bringing health and 
healing into a lost and hurting world.
 Holly Larsen, from our church, is a trained 
Instructor and is excited to be able to offer this 
ministry to the Manistee community. She will be 
offering the classes at the church.
	 RevFit	classes	will	officially	begin	@	5:30am	
on Monday, March 6th and will continue every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in March, April 
and May. There are two days that we will have 

pre-scheduled off including Friday, April 28th and 
Monday, May 29th. 
 The fee is $5/session or $45/month. You are 
welcome to attend some or all of the classes and 
bring your friends and family along! This is a 
time for strengthening the connection between 
us and the Lord as we move our bodies and have 
fun! Come with no expectations and see how He 
moves! (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT-
ZODE16WPU)
 The Weigh Less To Feed More (WL2FM) 
Bible	Study	will	begin	on	Tuesday,	March	7th	@	7	
pm. This is a 9 week class which must be signed up 
for in advance as there is a workbook and journal to 
be download and printed for students. Class Fee is 
$99.  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL5H-
dhPpahE&t=90s)
 DONATIONS OF UNUSED HAND 
WEIGHTS ACCEPTED WITH A SMILE! 
	 Feel	 free	 to	 contact	me	 if	 finances	make	 it	
challenging for you to attend. There are many ways 
to make this work. 
 For more information, contact Holly Larsen 
via	email	-	holly74ann@gmail.com	

March 1, 2017
6 p.m.

Communion followed by 
imposition of ashes.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

Email: mumc@t-one.net
www.manisteeumc.org
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Return Service Requested

Coming Events:
March 1  Ash Wednesday Service, 6 p.m.
Mar. 11  Youth Group Trip to 
  Great Wolf Lodge in TC
Mar. 11&12 Church Directory Photos
Mar. 18&19 Church Directory Photos
Mar. 18  White Breakfast

MARCH 12, 2017

Check the church website for 
on-going events.

www.manisteeumc.org


