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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Connect • Grow • Serve
 Easter Sunday was a blast!  In both the 
9:00AM and 11:00AM services we saw chil-
dren and adults being baptized, we welcomed 
new people into the church, we rejoiced 
with those who reconfirmed their faith, and 
celebrated with those who responded by 
giving their lives to Christ for the very first 
time.  Even our Chil-
dren’s ministry areas 
were packed with kids 
having a blast.  Praise 
God for what He is doing 
in our midst!  We have 
much to celebrate.
 Here at Manistee 
UMC we adopted a vi-
sion statement back in 
2015 that is shortened 
to just three words:  
CONNECT.  GROW.   
SERVE.  I believe we 
are seeing some of the 
outcome from our will-
ingness to live into this vision.  Each of the 
three words is a suitcase stuffed full of mean-
ing.  Let’s look at each one of these briefly:

Connect:  This “connection” is meant to 
encourage each of us to connect with those 
who are part of Manistee UMC as well as 
with people who are not part of a church 
family.  We stress the importance of commu-
nity within the church, but we equally stress 
the importance of relationships outside the 

church.  We encourage 
new friendships and embrace 
a culture of invitation, recognizing that in-
vitation creates opportunity for growth.  We 
have seen good results of using advertising, 
website, and direct mailings as a way to 
invite, but there is no better, more prov-

en form of invitation, 
than that of a personal 
invitation.  We do this 
because we believe that 
all people are valuable 
to God and if they are 
valuable to God, they 
must be valuable to us.  
In a nutshell, this piece 
could be summed up 
in a sentence like this; 
We commit to inviting 
others into relationship 
with us and with God 
and continue to find 
ways to connect with 

God ourselves.  We commit to this because 
we believe God longs to connect with every 
living person and we want to do everything 
we can to facilitate that encounter.

Grow: This is a natural outcome of the “con-
nect” piece.  Growth in our relationships with 
one another and God comes as we intention-
ally look to expand those relationships.  We 
encourage being part of worship, fellowship 
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Continued from page 1.
gatherings, small groups, and Bible studies, as well 
as community involvement outside the church.  
Here at Manistee UMC we will constantly be 
offering opportunities for you to grow spiritually 
and in your relationships through study, fellowship, 
and service.  

Serve:  We commit to service because it is a nat-
ural outcome of connection and growth.  It also 
is a natural outcome of love.  When we love we 
naturally serve and we recognize the importance 
of placing others ahead of ourselves.  Opportuni-
ties to serve are offered regularly through various 
ministries and we are committed to embracing new 
opportunities to serve within the church, and in our 
community in the name of Jesus.  Every Sunday we 
get the opportunity to serve those who come here 
for the first time.  We call them visitors, but I like 
to think of them as guests.  For me it’s a hospitality 
thing.  A visitor is someone you expect to come and 
go.  A guest is someone you expect and prepare for.  
A guest is someone you put your best foot forward 
for.  A guest is someone you 
show an extra measure of 
hospitality toward.  A visitor 
drops by unexpectedly.  A 
guest is someone you make 
room for.
 The visitor is from out-
of-town.  The guest lives 
right around the corner.  Both 
are worthy of exceptional 
hospitality, but the guest is 
different.  Geographically, 
the visitor may never be-
come a regular attender, but 
the guest brings the potential 
of a new family member.
 Let me go back to our 
Vision Statement for a mo-
ment.  Each of the three 

parts are meant to impact the lives of every person 
who calls Manistee UMC home.  This vision is 
also a synopsis of our Discipleship and Christian 
Education programming.  We know people lead 
very busy lives and we believe that your church 
participation should be life-giving and renewing 
not a time-consuming, energy-draining experience 
that leaves you wondering if your time would have 
been better spent doing something else.  How we 
live out CONNECT.  GROW.  SERVE.  is critical 
to the life of the church.  A visitor does not expect 
a connection, but appreciates it when it happens.  
A guest is investing time, energy, and resources 
in hopes of making a connection…it’s a big deal 
for them to make the sacrifices needed to get to a 
church.  We must honor that sacrifice.
 Let me get really practical for a moment and 
speak to those of us that have been here for a while.  
Our vision statement is not about us, even though 
we participate in it (and yes, I know that there is 
much of the vision that is about us individually, but 
overall it is about what is best for the church, which 
is the body of Christ).  Membership does not come 

CONNECT GROW SERVE
with God in Faith Others

1 Hour
Worship

1 Hour 
Small Group

1 Hour
Outside Service

Our Mission: 
Make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.

Becoming more like
Christ through

Study & Devotion
to God.

Show people God’s
love by being his

hands, feet & voice
in the community.

Inviting People, 
Building Relationships, 

Introducing the 
unchurched to Jesus.

3 HOuR COMMiTMENT
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with privileges.  It is an acknowledgement of our 
willingness to serve the church and the community 
(through the ministries of the church).  As members 
of the church, we cannot afford personal privileges 
and preferences.  Especially when they come at 
the cost of reaching others.  We must honor and 
do all we can to entertain (host, be hospitable to) 
our guests, visitors, and strangers. In fact, in doing 
so, the Bible tells us that we may be entertaining 
angels unaware.
 Membership does not mean you get a front 
row parking space and back row seat in worship.  
Membership means that you are committed to 
the vision and mission of the church.  It means 
that you gladly race to church early to get the  
furthest-from-the-building parking spot and hurry 
into the sanctuary to lay claim to a seat in the front 
row.  We do this to be sure our guests find a front 
row parking space and back row seat because that 
is where they are most comfortable…that is good 
hospitality.
 For many first-time guests there is nothing 
scarier than to arrive at a church for the first time, 
struggle to find a parking space, walk in just a little 
late, and have to journey down the main isle of a 
sea of strangers with kids in tow, and finally find 
a seat in the front row right next to the pastor… 
YIKES!!!  That happened here Easter Sunday.  I 
pray they will return.  
 Easter was a blast…no doubt about it!   I re-
joice and praise God for a full sanctuary. I wish we 
saw such numbers every Sunday…and my bet is 
you do too!  Would you join me as we all live into 
our vision of CONNECT.  GROW.  SERVE.  Re-
membering that every guest is a gift from God, we 
must do all we can to think about things from their 
perspective and ask, “What can we/I do to make 
their visit here the best possible?”  Its highly likely 
that it means we give up our favorite seat toward 
the back.  Its highly likely that we need to park in 
that inconvenient spot two blocks away and sit in 
the front row, because, its highly likely that God 

is giving us the opportunity to serve someone he 
is trying to draw into His family.  And it is highly 
likely that God believes we are worthy of such a 
gift!  May we be found faithful stewards of ALL 
God entrusts to us. 
 I truly believe that God is stirring us to prepare 
for the new people that will come.  Would you 
join me in a commitment to excellent hospitality?  
Sunday was a blast, I was reminded that there is 
a great deal that we are doing very well, but there 
is room for improvement.    I also was reminded 
how important it is to communicate vision and 
mission.  I confess that communication is not one 
of my strengths, but I am willing to improve it.  I 
also know that I can improve in the area of hospi-
tality.  Maybe you can to.  Would you join me in 
connecting, growing, and serving for the sake of 
the Body of Christ?  It’s a journey of humility and 
love.  May you Connect.  Grow.  Serve.
 Pastor John

Leadership Team Update ...
 Some things that are being considered con-
cerning ongoing maintenance and improvements 
that are needed around the church facility as well 
as upcoming events:
• Air Conditioning
• Continued Upgrades in Sanctuary: Lighting, 
Screen and projector, sound insulation 
• Monitors in Nursery and Connect Point
• Finish Coffee Bar area
• Sign out front
• Remodeling for Children’s Ministries
• Fourth of July Parade
• Mega Camp 2017

Church Attendance
Easter Sunday
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MUMC quilting group will meet 9:30 to noon  
and/or 6:30 to 8:30 on Wed., May 17th. The goal 
is to make quilts for charities, but new quilters are 
welcome to come and learn.  For information, call 
Joyce Brenner at 398-9205. 

Hello MUMC! 
 Andy here from your 
Student Ministries 
Department. We have 
some exciting things 
coming up for the summer! 
Be on the lookout for 
information on our 2nd
Annual Cedar Point trip and announments 
about summer activities! If you weren’t aware, our 
youth group had a ton of fun last summer having 
campfires at the different Manistee beaches, sandlot 
baseball games, movie nights, kayaking the Little 
Manistee and so much more! We would love for you 
to follow our Facebook page titled, MUMC Stu-
dent Ministries - soon to be renamed FORGE. ALL 
of the information about the happenings of your 
youth group can be found on the Facebook Page. 
We also have an Instagram page: @forgemanistee 
 As always, if you have any questions, call 
my cell number at 231-794-9175 or email me at 
studentministriesmumc@gmail.com 

Easter Egg Hunt Success!
 For those of you who were unable to attend on 
Easter Sunday, the egg hunt went great. We had 
42 kids attend and 17 of those kids were NEW! 
At Saturday’s Egg Hiding and Stuffing event, the 
day before, we filled and hid 500 eggs. Thanks to 
everyone who donated the eggs and candy and for 
those who came to help fill and hide the eggs. 

Up Next….MEGA SPORTS CAMP!
July 10 – 13, 6-8pm

 This year, our Mega Sports Camp will be held 
at the Armory building. They have graciously 
agreed to let us use their facilities to help make 
camp run smoother. We are also extending an 
invitation to other local churches and pastors to 
be a part of our Mega Sports Camp. This camp 
is a great way for churches in the community and 
surrounding communities to come together to 
spread the love of Jesus to kids. 
 If you are interested in being a part of Mega 
Sports Camp or have any questions regarding it, 
please feel free to contact: 

Allison Anderson, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

childrensministriesmumc@gmail.com 
or 231-723-6219

Please Help Us Keep  
Our Church Safe And Secure 
If you open a window please close it before leav-
ing, if you unlock a door or you are the last in the 
church, please see all doors are locked and all lights 
are off. Thank You.
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Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 
email address. Call the office or 

email mumc@t-one.net

BOOKS FOR JEFFERSON
Dear Church Family.
     I am writing to all of you on behalf of the staff at 
Jefferson Elementary School.  Summer will soon be here 
and we will be starting a new reading initiative.  Our 
goal for the program is to have all children continue to 
read during the summer months.  We would like to give 
every child in grades K-3 five books to take home and 
read throughout the summer months.  How can you help 
you may be asking?  First, you could donate gently 
used or new secular children’s books at a K-4 level.  
Second, a ten dollar donation would sponsor one child.  
You may sponsor multiple children if you would like.
     Please place any donations in an envelope and clearly 
marked “Books for Jefferson” or on the memo line of 
your check made payable to Manistee UMC and place 
in the offering plates.
     Books can be placed in the box labeled “Books for 
Jefferson” in the fellowship hall.  Thank you for your 
kindness and support!

In His Name,
Kim Elzinga, Teacher
Jefferson Elementary School

Easter Sunday:
Welcome New Members:
 Kevin & Tonya Wolverton
 Sean Patrick
 Kenneth Crooms

Baptisms:
 Courtland James Fennell
 Madeline Catherine Grace Fennell
 Rebecca Froncek
 Willow Adamczak
 Brogen Adamczak
 Madison Wahr
 Matthew Thies
 Andrea Revette
 Jacob Revette
Baptism is a sign, a promise from God and 
a new beginning: “By his great mercy he 
has given us a new birth.”  1 Peter 1:3

7  First Time Professions  
 of Faith

8  Reaffirmations of Faith

PRAISE GOD!
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 Thank you to our church family 
for your kindness and generosity you 
showed to our family. We are grateful 
and hope that we can reciprocate some 
day. We feel blessed to have a loving, 
faithful church family. 
 God Bless you all, 
 Janice Witkowski & Family

Program Needs Your Help
 The Blessings in a Backpack Program is in its 
second year. This program feeds needy children on 
the weekends. We began with 19 children and are 
now feeding 98!
 We have a wonderful group of volunteers but 
could always use more help. Here is a list of the 
different jobs.
• Help pack bags-we do this two times a month
• Pick up food at Meijer-two times a month  
(a truck or minivan with seats down works)
• Pick up boxes at Meijer (we need about 18 
every two weeks, they save them for us)
• Of course donations are always welcome 
(checks made out to Manistee UMC with “Back-
pack” written on the memo line)
• Prayers for the program are always welcome
 If you are interested in this rewarding program 
please contact: 
 Joyce Brenner-734-972-7001, 
quiltbrenner@gmail.com   or
 Sheryl Guenthardt-231-723-4047, 
sheryl1614@hotmail.com

Signs, Lines, and Rails ...
starting May 7th

The journey from where you are to where you 
want to be… Or, How to live without regret. 
 We all have hopes and dreams.  We have plans 
for what we want out of life.  Often the paths 
we choose lead us away from our desired des-
tinations.  Our decisions can send us down the 
wrong roads crushing our dreams and wasting 
years of our lives.  When we look back we won-
der how we got off track and we wrestle with re-
gret. Every road leads to a particular destination, 
or away from it toward another.  Are you on the 
road that will get you where you want to be?  Do 
you need to turn around and go back the way you 
came?  Or do you need to get off the road you are 
on and try a different route?  
   Message Titles:
	 	 	 	 •	Direction	and	Protection
	 	 	 	 •	Why	Can’t	We	Be	Friends
	 	 	 	 •	Run	AWAY	Quick!
	 	 	 	 •	The	Skinny	on	Marriage
	 	 	 	 •	Consumption	Assumption
	 	 	 	 •	Now	and	Forever

ROAD RULES
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Bryan Dunlop
Vickey Stalmack
Tammy Marshall

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

May Birthdays
Jocelyn Faith Baranek
Marjorie Jacobi
Marianne Blair
Greg Sheffield
Ethan Thompson
Dave Coyle
Luke Granada
Sally Koon
Dale Priester
Sean Patrick
Tanner Snip
Denzel Henderson
John Stalmack
Dick Schoenberger
Thomas Koon
Linda Dierking
Bernie Moreng
Alice Buzzell
Sue Gustad
Mitch Deisch
Will Richert
Mark Brown
Kevin Wolverton
Dick Smith
Jack Hanson
Tim Bowman

Robert Pehrson
Dave Richards
Jo Hall
Sara Bromley
Jenna Bromley
Allie Anderson
Sara Thompson
Judy Lane
Bud Fitzgerald
Jack Adams
Anniversaries
Tom & Sally Koon
Kevin & Tonya Wolverton

Thank you for the many prayers, 
cards, and support during my 

recent hospitalization. 
Ralph Riggs

Fresh Passion
The Lord is my rock, my safe 
place ... He is my safe-
covering, my saving strength 
and my strong tower.” 
Psalm 18:2
 This verse jumped out at me this morning - 
Since Easter is behind us and we know Jesus Lives 
sitting at the right hand of the Father, God... We 
also know He holds our future and He will return 
to save our land - Jesus wins - This means every 
Christian needs to grasp this truth with a FRESH 
PASSION!
 Upon this Rock, our future holds joy, inner 
peace that surpasses all understanding, and our 
safe place. Our Lord and Savior gives us strength 
to endure hardships and heart aches. When we read 
the truth of His Word and come to Him in prayer, 
Jesus is our strong tower.
 We can live with FRESH PASSION and faith 
that His plan is perfect for each one of us. We can 
trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be happy 
in Jesus, but to trust and obey. There’s a song in 
my heart ...
 God Bless You!
 Do you or someone you know have a need for 
listening ear? Please call our Stephen Ministers ... 
Shirley at the office, 723-6219 or Jeanne at home 
231-920-7511.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

Email: mumc@t-one.net
www.manisteeumc.org
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