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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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 Not so long ago there was a televi-
sion show called Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition.  It was a heartwarming and 
sometimes tear-jerking show about well- 
deserving families that were selected to have 
their homes redone, fixed up, redesigned, 
or made over.  The families were typical-
ly in desperate need of such a service.  Ty 
Pennington and a team of designers would 
show up at the family’s home and announce 
that they had been selected.  The family 
would then be ushered away for a week of 
vacation to somewhere like Florida.
 While they were gone the miracle of a 
new home takes place right before the view-
er’s eyes.  The massive crew and army of 
volunteers work almost around the clock to 
make the transformation possible.  It takes 
one week.  If you have ever been involved 
in a church building project, you can’t help 
but be envious of the amount of work done 
in that week.  We assume that Ty and the 
Design Team must “know someone” or 
have connections with the local government 
and building inspectors.
 There were times a home required some 
major tweaking.  Walls would be knocked 

out, a room would be added, 
décor changed, floor 
coverings added, kitchens 
redone, furniture added, landscaping done, 
and in a nutshell, everything updated.
 Other times, the home would be de-
molished and completely rebuilt.  The old 
plan tossed and a new home designed from 
a blank canvas.  The existing house torn 
down, and a new one is constructed from 
scratch.
 The same is true for churches. Some 
churches need tweaking, while others need 
to be redesigned completely.
 I am not referring to brick and mor-
tar here.   In Extreme Makeover:  Church 
Edition it is not so much about décor and 
color schemes, walls and floorplans.  These 
things are critical and important.  What we 
are talking about here is discipleship.  We 
are talking about how a church is designed 
and structured so that people can be trans-
formed by God’s grace.
 This transformation process is not 
something that is accomplished by offering 
a smattering of opportunities.  It is meant 
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to be a simple, strategic process.  It takes time 
and requires involvement.  We are all in need of 
this makeover.  This makeover, this process is our 
willingness to grow in the love of Jesus Christ.  
It’s our willingness to follow, believe, and prac-
tice what he taught.  And we all could use a lesson 
in what it means to love.
 Jesus (in John 15:4-5) said, “Abide in me and 
I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, un-
less you abide in me.  I am the Vine; you are the 
branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in them, 
will bear much fruit, for apart from me you can 
do nothing.”  
 The vine is the life-giving nutrients and es-
sentials for the branch to prosper.  This botanical 
image is a metaphor for the life Jesus calls each 
one of us to.  Interestingly, at least in Jesus’ day, 
the vine and the branch lived outside exposed 
to the elements.  Sunshine and clouds, hot and 
cold, wind and storm, thunder and lightning, hail 
and drought, would all play a part in the life of a 
plant…a metaphor for easy and difficult things of 
life.
 Through it all, Jesus is with us.  He is there 
to bring down the high mountains and lift up the 
low places.  He is with us as we live our lives 
“abiding” in Him.  
 The transformation process can be a difficult 
one… change does not come without resistance.  
Just think of some of the things that have been 
changed within our church building.  For some 
of us they have been very difficult.  For others 
it has been a welcome transformation.  It really 
is no different with people.  Changing a person-
al characteristic or habit for the better is often 
like living through a personal demolition day.   
Extreme Makeover is a great title.  Have you told 
Jesus you are ready for your makeover?  Some of 
us just need a touch-up, or a few upgrades.  Some 
of us need a complete renovation… Only in the 

hands of the Master do we become a masterpiece.
 Because of this, we are continuing to refine 
our discipleship process and we hope you will be 
part of this awesome life-transforming work.  We 
are building it based on our vision of:
CONNECT. GROW.  SERVE.
With others.  Grow in Christ.  Witness through  
     serving.
 As I draw this to a close, let me give a big 
“thank you” to all who helped make the Coho 
Room (Kid’s Harbor Children’s Ministry) a huge 
success.  The work is complete and the project 
came in under budget.  Please take the time to 
check it out.  You are helping make our building 
into an exciting place or our children.  Thank you 
again!
 Pastor John

SECRET SISTER SIGNUP 
 Secret Sisters will be starting in May, so we can 
include the snowbirds who are returning. Watch 
for sign up forms. The Secret Sister selection will 
be Sunday, May 20. When you come to church, 
whether first or second service, you will be draw-
ing your name that day. 
 If you want to be in the drawing be sure to 
watch for the information and or let Helen know. 
There will be a master list of all the information, 
so if you lose your name or information there will 
be a contact person to help you. 
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Tickets still available!

Big Ticket Festival! 
3 Days of Christian Music in Gaylord, MI

Tickets include entry all 3 days, plus camping. 
 The church has a campsite that will  
 accommodate 50 people.
Don’t like to camp? Book a local hotel.
Can’t make all 3 days? Come for any one, two  
 or all three days.
Join the celebration at one of the country’s  
“Biggest” Christian music festival with  
musicians, speakers, and family fun! This year’s 
line-up includes Toby Mac, Michael W. Smith, 
Matthew West and more!

 Hello! This is Andy Anderson from The Man-
istee United Methodist Church! I am writing to 
invite the students in your home (6th-12th grade) 
to the 2018 Big Ticket Festival in Gaylord, MI. 
The event will run from June 20-23 and we will 
be camping there as a church group. Tickets 
are $65/person and the spots are filling up fast! 
Camping IS INCLUDED with the ticket price.
 Music festivals like this are a great way to 
meet new people, have new experiences, get out 
of town for a few days, see your friends in a dif-
ferent light, experience Christ in a different way, 
and so much more. 
 THE TRIP WON’T BE THE SAME 
WITHOUT YOU! So join up with the youth 
group and have some fun, go see loud bands, and 
have a blast! What a way to kickoff the summer 
vacation!
 Can’t afford to go? NO PROBLEM! We have 
scholarships available! Contact either the church 
main office or Andy Anderson for more informa-
tion!
 Can’t go on the trip? Here’s a few other 
ways that you can help out! 
●	Make a donation so a student can attend
●	Donate or lend tents/camping supplies 
●	Purchase non perishable food items, dispos-

able plates, cups, bottled water, etc… 
Tickets are on sale at the Main Office at The Man-
istee United Methodist Church. For more infor-
mation, contact Helen Leach at the front office or 
Andy, the youth pastor.
Follow us on Social Media!
www.instagram.com/forgeyouthmanistee
www.facebook.com/forgeyouth
Contact Information:
MUMC Number: 231.723.6219  
Andy’s Cell: 231.794.9175 
Forge Email: forgeyouth@manistee.org

Adult volunteers needed for  
summer youth group trips.  

Please see Andy if you can help!!
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1st Impressions 
Excited / Welcoming / Engaging
1 TEAM - 2 Services
•	 Parking	Ministry: Directing vehicles, assist-
ing guests at cars, walking guests to door if needed, 
ensuring children’s safety. Clearing sidewalks in 
winter,etc. 
•	 Greeters	Ministry: Stationed at front doors 
and fellowship hall area set of doors- Welcoming 
guests - high five, handshake or a simple hello, 
thanks for being here!
•	 Welcome/Info	Counter	Ministry: Specifi-
cally trained to engage new guests- AT POST and 
MINGLING. Have guests fill out FIRST TIME 
GUEST REGISTRATION with contact info. 
Ready to care for guests personally- get them a 
coffee, tour them through the building, assist with 
signing kids into Kids Harbor, Introduce them to 
others, INVITE them back. Follow up after service. 
•	 Ushers	Ministry- Informed and ready to hand 
out programs, and collect offering during service. 
•	 (NEW	IDEA)	Service	Hosts	Ministry: Key 
people that can mingle with people PRIOR to & 
POST service. Good at reading body language and 
engaging people, get to know people who. CON-
NECTION TIME Sometimes we can be hypersen-
sitive to those who want to remain anonymous. 
Don’t overlook chances to make real connections 
with people. sit their section.

 Capturing first-time visitor information should 
be figured into each and every entry point to our 
ministry. From a contact form on the website that 
simply captures their name and email address, 
to a more complete form for seminar and class 
registration, capturing contact data should be in-
corporated into more than just children’s Checkin 
and the ‘visitor welcome’ portion of the weekend 
service. View this as a time to create a personal 
connection with future members, volunteers, lead-
ers and faithful givers. And equally as important 
as the information gathering is the response!
Next Steps - what is the next step for a guest? Once 
they have filled out information-
 What is our goal for them - Come back for 
a second time? Go to a Visitors Event? Attend a 
class? How can you get them to do this? Do you 
need to incentivize this some way? Or do you just 
need to clearly communicate what we want?)
 IDEA - Pizza Giveaway - As our thanks for 
you coming today LUNCH is on us. (Partner with 
local pizza restaurant to offer this feature.)
• Purpose
 • Gain needed follow up information to  
 further connect with them
 • Show them they are IMPORTANT to us
 • It is a WOW factor…..not expecting that!!

Follow up!:Emailing/texting/calling/writing the 
guests to say “Thanks for coming! We’d love for 
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you to come back!” And letting them know the 
next step (above) or informing them of way to get 
involved or future events taking place. NEED A 
SYSTEM

How many different places and formats are avail-
able for visitors to obtain information? 
• Online – Printed materials provided by Greet-
ing Team − Weekend bulletin – Information Kiosk 
• Do we provide a time and place for visitors to 
connect with staff? 

Today(Every Day) Is 
Someone’s 1st Time! 

A series of experiments by Princeton psychologists 
Janine Willis and Alexander Todorov reveal that all 
it takes is a tenth of a second to form an impres-
sion of a stranger from their face, and that longer 
exposures don’t significantly alter those impres-
sions (although they might boost your confidence 
in your judgments). Their research is presented in 
their article “First Impressions,” in the July issue 
of Psychological Science.
	 Why	first	impressions	are	so	important?
 With every new encounter, you are evaluated 
and yet another person’s impression of you is 
formed. These first impressions can be nearly 
impossible to reverse or undo, making those first 
encounters extremely important, for they set the 
tone for all the relationships that follows.

 1st Impressions Ministry has been started 
by Tonya & Kevin Wolverton. Above are ideas, 
thoughts and ministries they are starting in our 
church. Tonya is also a member of the Leadership 
team. If you can help, please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall, or contact Tonya or Helen through the church 
office. We all need to be welcoming!

UPCOMING WALKS:
Men’s Walk #44 

October 4 - 7, 2018 
Women’s Walk #45 

October 18 - 21, 2018
Portage Lake Bible Camp

For information about what an Emmaus 
Walk is or you’re interest in attending

see Loraine or Pastor John.

Sing PraiSeS

Luke 24:13-35
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Coffee
with the

Pastor
First Monday

of Every Month
10 a.m.

@ Church

MUMC quilting group will meet 
9:30 to noon, Wed., May. 16th at 
the Joyce Brenner’s house (call 
Joyce for directions 734-972-
7001)The goal is to make quilts 

for charities, but new quilters are welcome to 
come and learn.  For information, call Joyce 
Brenner at 398-9205. 

Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

Divorce Care Ministry is starting June 3 and will go 
until Aug. 26, Sunday evenings at the church. This 
group is open to anyone who might want direction, 
encouragement or just time to talk. Divorce effects 
everyone. This study is developed to help with all 
the issues that come into perspective when going 
through or after a divorce. There will be a video 
each week and study books.  A $20.00 donation 
is asked to help with costs. Cynthia Corey will 
be the facilitator. Please email Cynthia if you are 
interested at cynthiacorey3@gmail.com 

 The Board of 
United Methodist 
Women honored 
Teresa Thompson 
and Sheila Heiser 
for Special Recog-
nition on April 16.  
They have given 
abundantly of their time, talents and gifts to the 
work of the United Methodist Women and the 
Church as a whole.  A gift in their names has been 
given to the Women’s Division, Board of Global 
Mission, of the United Methodist Church.  
 Sheila has served on Trustees, chairs Etha Na-
gler Circle, is on the UMW Board, and is always 
willing to say “I’ll do it” when asked for a mul-
titude of tasks from funeral luncheons to Bazaar 
Bake Sales.  Teresa has served on the Leadership 
Team, works the audio-visual desk, subs when 
needed in the office, sends birthday cards, and 
many other services behind the scenes.
 Ron Campbell received our Shining Light 
Award which is conferred on a person who has 
worked for the betterment of the community and 
church.  He has showed Faith through action 
in many areas.  Most recently Ron has worked 
diligently in remodeling the Jungle Room.  He 
regularly helps on the community dinners and has 
volunteered his time and talents to many who need 
them in the community.  A special gift to Missions 
is given in his name.
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Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

Judy Lane
Carol Voights

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

Packing Dates: 
Wednesday @ 12:45 pm

May 2, 16 & 30th. 

Check out the newly 
remodeled Coho Room!

Watch for dates and  
details on Mega Camp.

Starting June 1st, the Salvation Army will be 
renting office space at the church. They contin-
ue to offer energy assistance to families. Office 
hours will be limited. Please watch for details.



MANISTEE UMC, page 8

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Kid’s Harbor Sunday School 11:00 a.m

Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072
office@manisteeumc.org
www.manisteeumc.org
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