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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Continued on page 2.

Annual Charge 
Conference,
Chili Cook-Off &
Bishop Visit!!

 Recently our Leadership Team invited 
the congregation to participate in a series of 
discussions that focused on topics within the 
church such as Mission, Vision, Discipleship, 
Children’s Ministries, Youth Ministries, 
Worship, and Facilities.  The purpose of 
the Discussion Groups was to encourage 
communication around some of the goals 
our Leadership Team has set as we work to 
fulfill the VCI (Vital Church Initiative) pre-
scriptions we nearly unanimously affirmed 
as a congregation in 2014 at a special church 
conference where all members of the congre-
gation were invited to vote on the findings 
and subsequent prescriptions of the VCI 
Consultants.
 Perhaps the most critical (and most 
challenging) recommendation was for us to 
rearrange the traditional leadership model 
into a much leaner and less cumbersome 
Single Board Governance model which we 
now call our Leadership Team.  This move 
eliminated many of the sub-committees that 
most traditional United Methodists are fa-
miliar with.  Our current structure allows for 
fast, effective decision making and greater 
focus on accomplishing goals.  The greatest 
challenge of adopting such a structure is 
developing trust from the congregation.  The 
best way to develop trust is to be transparent 
and expand effective communication.  
 Our Discussion Groups were designed to 
do both.  Our hope was to create an environ-

It is All About Jesus!

OCTOBER 29, 2017   
4:15-7:15 p.m.
Manistee UMC
4:15-5:00 Individual Church 
     Conferences        
5:00   Chili Cook Off
5:45   Vision Sharing

Join our church along with 6 
other churches for this event.
Meet Bishop David Alan Bard.

Everyone is welcome. 
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ment where Staff and Leadership Team members 
could hear ideas, thoughts, and feelings from oth-
ers who are part of the congregation.  In all honesty, 
the Leadership Team and Staff understand where 
we need to go as we come together and pray for 
our church and the work we are called to do.  The 
VCI prescriptions have given us the perimeters.  
It’s the particulars that offer challenges in deci-
sion making.  We truly value the ideas, help, and 
thoughtful insights of anyone who is committed to 
expanding the kingdom of God in our community.  
Constructive criticism, insightful instruction is also 
helpful as we all learn to live into what it means 
to reach future generations for Jesus Christ.
 Overall, the Discussion Groups affirmed the 
direction in which we are pointed.  Our hope is that 
we move together in love knowing that things will 
change for the sake of something much bigger than 
all of us.  Rick Warren, in his book, The Purpose 
Driven Life, begins the first sentence of chapter 
one with these words, “It’s not about you.”  Those 
words are a reminder to all of us that God’s work 
in this world is most often done through us, and 
there is no other organism on earth that He loves 
to work through than His church to draw people 
to Christ.  That is why the church exists.
 Our mission statement here at Manistee UMC 
is to let others know, and to remind ourselves, that; 
we exist to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  To make disciples 
requires being a disciple.  To be a disciple you have 
to make a disciple.  In my experience, becoming 
and making disciples requires a willingness to 
undergo some fairly extensive personal demolition 
and remodeling.  Jesus encouraged us to carefully 
measure the cost and also told us that to be His 
disciple meant picking up our own cross and fol-
lowing Him daily.  Basically, He says to us that 
we must die to ourselves and let Him live through 
us.  You see, it really is not about us.  It’s not about 
me.  It’s not about you.  It is all about Jesus.  

 As we move forward, things will change.  That 
is simply part of discipleship.  As your Leadership 
Team we want you to know our decisions are 
grounded in the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
God’s desire to draw as many as possible to sal-
vation in Jesus Christ.  The Staff is charged with 
carrying out the mission of the church and as your 
Pastor, I can assure you that they are passionate 
about doing just that.  Further, they cannot do it 
by themselves.  We are committed to growing the 
kingdom of God and making disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and we need you!  Your participation, help, 
willingness to volunteer, do-what-ever-is-needed 
attitude is highly valued.  Your prayers are coveted 
and greatly appreciated.  Your financial support 
is such a blessing.  Your gift of time is beyond 
encouraging because we know how valuable time 
is.
 I wonder, what your legacy will be as a result 
of what Christ has done for you?  Won’t it be fun to 
sit together in Heaven one day and talk about how 
much fun we all had as a result of the sacrifices we 
made personally for the benefit of others?  Won’t 
it be a blast to see each other there?  Imagine the 
tears of joy you will know when you see those 
you never expected to be there as they come to 
you and say, ”thank you for loving me enough to 
share Christ.  I wouldn’t be here if you hadn’t.  You 
made a difference in my life.” 
 What will you do?  Give?  Share?  How will 
you Connect?  Grow?  Serve?  What difference 
will you make?  What will be your legacy?  All 
questions that carry a cost.  All questions worthy 
of a Disciple of Jesus Christ.
 (We have published the results of the Discus-
sion Groups. Copies will be available for you to 
review.)
 Pastor John
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 Can you believe it? Fall is here and it is 
time to plan our 2nd Annual Block Party! We 
have already been advertising and spreading 
the word. It will be in our church parking lot 
on Sunday, October 22 from 4-7pm. 
 We will need lots of people to help pre-
pare, set-up, decorate, man stations and also 
to clean up. 
 It will be very similar to last year, if you 
were there. These are some of the things that 
will be offered: 
 Food 
 Yard Games 
 Costume Contest 
 Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
 Live Music 
 Photo Booth 
 One thing that will be different this year is 
we would like to incorporate Trunk or Treat if 
we can get enough people willing to decorate 
the trunk of their car and pass out candy. 
 We would love for you to be a part of this 
fun, fall celebration! Please let us know how 
you are willing/able to help serve.

The Event:  
The Annual Bazaar  

and Luncheon
The Date:  Saturday, October 21

The Time:  10:00 till 3:00
 You don’t want to miss the event of 
the year!  Come early to shop and stay for 
our famous luncheon of vegetable soup, 
ham sandwich, and home-made pie with 
beverage for $8.00.  In our shops, you’ll 
find bargains galore in Attic Treasures, gift 
baskets of wonders in the Silent Auction, 
beautiful crafts in the Craft Room, all kinds 
of pretties in Putting on the Glitz, and 
goodies of all description in Baked Goods 
as well as the popular cutlery. A display 
of favorite quilts will tell their stories, and 
some will be for sale as well.  All proceeds 
go to missions to aid women and children 
around the world as well as locally.  
 Please bring donations of crafts, gift 
baskets, bling, and attic treasures on 
Wednesday and Thursday that week. Bring 
bake sale items on Friday or early Saturday.
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 Operation Christmas Child collects shoe boxes 
filled with gifts and delivers them to children in 
need around the world. Every one of these shoe 
box gifts is an opportunity for the Gospel. In the 
hands of local churches, it is a powerful tool for 
evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication. Many 
shoe box recipients also enroll in our 12-lesson 
follow-up discipleship program. The Greatest Jour-
ney, where they learn to follow Christ and share 
Him with others. You can be part of this worldwide 
effort to grow the Kingdom of God even in places 
where the Gospel has never been heard.
 Boxes will be available starting October 8th 
and need to be returned by November 12th.

Be on the 
look out 

for a winter 
event!  

Quilting is Oct 18 9:30-noon (no evening) 
Backpacks 
Oct 11 & 25 at 1:00

Safe Harbor
 If you have not experienced the pleasure 
of serving a meal to people who are not able to 
provide for themselves, why don’t you consider 
making a meal for Safe Harbor this year?
 When we host our guests, we provide dinner 
each day and some kind of breakfast to help them 
survive the cold. They are with us from 6pm to 
8am: Then they are on their own, as they are during 
the spring and summer months. Usually we have 
around 4 for dinner, sometimes as many as 8 or as 
few as 2: We’ll make sure you know how many to 
plan for! 
 Overnight men and women are needed, if 
you are able to serve in that way, and a daily 
gatekeeper who works from 6-8pm, before our 
overnight shift begins. A volunteer to laun-
der blankets after each week is also needed. 
 Our dates this year are:
 November 4 through 11
 January 6-13
 February 24-March 3
 Thank you all for helping make our church 
a Safe Harbor these many years! Contact Joy 
Smith, joysmithmanistee@gmail.com/398-9427 

Backpack Packing: 
Wed. Oct. 11 & 25, 1 pm 
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 Often named “the fifth gospel,” the book of 
the prophet Isaiah has more to say about Israel’s 
coming Messiah than any other Old Testament 
book. Brilliant, courageous, uncompromising, this 
prophet declared that “the year of the LORD” had 
come and God’s people needed to either step up, 
or stand down. Indeed, when Isaiah spoke, kings 
trembled.
 But too often, when Isaiah speaks today, God’s 
people have trouble hearing. Why? We often miss 
the larger context. In The Epic of Eden: Isaiah, Dr. 
Sandra Richter takes participants back to the eighth 
century BCE. This eight-week study explains Isra-
el’s religion and economy, explores the definition 
and role of the prophets, and helps us to apply the 
message of this great champion of the faith to our 
lives today.
 Sunday Sermons Series will started Octo-
ber 1st. Small groups are meeting at different 
times during the week. Join one now!

Church-Wide Study

It’s Not Too Late to Join a Group!

People are welcome to any groups 

during the 8 weeks.

A Love Like 
No Other
 “This is how God 
showed His love among 
us; He sent his one 
and only Son into the 
world that we might live 
through Him. This is love; not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and His love 
is made complete.” I John 10:9-12
 When pain blurs our perception of reality be-
cause of the death of a loved one, God under-
stands our agony and He shares in our suffering. 
As long as God knows our circumstances, we will 
be fine… Trusting in God, then we know our situ-
ation is not hopeless. He knows the best plan for 
us. He has made the ultimate sacrifice. Always 
trust the man who died for us!
 GriefShare is off to an amazing start again this 
fall.  As we gather, we are watching respected 
counselors and clergy give their best advice to 
help us understand that our grief is an individ-
ual matter.  There is no wrong or right way to 
grieve. With our Heavenly Father next to us each 
step of the way, we realize the hope of going from 
mourning to joy.
 Our participants find peace and inner joy while 
the facilitators share in the blessing of God’s 
faithfulness and love.
 God Bless You!
 Are you in need of a listening ear, a confidant 
and friend - Please call our Stephen Ministers… 
Betty at 723-9254 or Jeanne at 231-920-7511.
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MUMC quilting group will 
meet 9:30 to noon, Wed., 
Oct. 18th. The goal is to 
make quilts for charities, but 
new quilters are welcome to 
come and learn.  For infor-
mation, call Joyce Brenner 
at 398-9205. 

Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

What is the UMW?
 United Methodist Women is a communi-
ty of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand the 
concepts of missions through participation in 
global ministries of the church. 
 At the local level here in Manistee, all 
women in the church are invited to join the 
fellowship of a circle which best fits your 
schedule.  When asked in a recent survey 
what they liked best about their circle, the 
response was overwhelming: “the fellowship 
with other women.”  Each circle plans its 
preferred monthly activity, but it will include 
prayer, study, food, and friendship.  The UMW 
Board is made up of representatives from dif-
ferent circles and meets to plan events for all 
the women of the church like the Bazaar and 
Luncheon, Christmas Teas, Lenten Breakfasts, 
and Mother-Daughter events as well as bake 
sales throughout the year.  All funds gained 
through sales are given for mission work to 
aid women and children around the world.      
 (You will be made welcome at any of the 
following groups.  Call the Contact Person list-
ed to discover the location of the next meeting 
and just come to find new  friends and sisters 
in Christ.  You are invited to share in the ties 

that bind us together. What’s missing? U R

 Estella Circle meets 1st Monday each 
month @ 7PM.  Contact Person, Ruth Miller 
@ 231.723.6768.

 Etha Nagler Circle meets 1st Wednesday 
each month at 1 PM.  Contact Persons, Sheila 
Heiser @419.544.8415 or Betty Jo Riggs 
@231.723.2414.

 Carlotta Circle meets 1st Friday each 
month at 1 PM.  Contact Person, Mary Glover 
@ 231.723.6088.

 Circle of Faith meets 3rd Thursday each 
month at 7 PM.  Contact Person, Kathy 
Schoenberger @ 231.723.6665.
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If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

October 
Birthdays
Peyton Mallison
Sera Froncek
Preston Jones
Andrew McDougall
Kirsten Sheffield
Kyle Elzinga
Joyce Kench
Becky Scott
Owen McIntyre
Steph Oden
Faith Corey
Martha Day
Oliver Holtgren
Art Marshall
Courtland Fennell
John Williams
Cassandra Kamaloski
Dylan Kovalcik
Brian Worch
Dave Dittmar
Colleen Ferguson
Helen Leach
Jacob Gustad
Ariel Ludwig
Kolton Wolverton

Ron Schneeberger
Nancy Kula Lopez
Nels McDougall
Elissa Laskey
Jim Lent

Anniversaries
Dick & Ruth Smith
John & Vi Brastrom
John & Jane Oliver
Dick & Kathy Schoenberger
Dave & Jeanne Van Eerden
David & Lindsay Hoeflinger

Lindsay, our new communications  
director is actively posting to the 

church’s Facebook page.  
If you’re on Facebook, make sure you 

are following Manisteeumc!

Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 

email address. Call the office or email
mumccommunicationsdirector@gmail.com

Dan Laskey
Larry Glover
Max Lawler

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

Don’t Forget Your
Secret Sister

MI CONNECT
 MI CONNECT is an online newsletter 
outlining what is going on throughout the 
new Michigan Area of the United Methodist 
Church as well as the denomination through-
out the country and the world. It is a weekly 
publication which is free and is chockful of 
information about the wider church.  Go to 
http://news.michiganumc.org and find the box 
to subscribe to MI CONNECT to read about 
what is happening in other churches both far 
and near.
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4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072

mumccommunicationsdirector@gmail.com
www.manisteeumc.org
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Manistee United Methodist Church
387 First Street
Manistee, Michigan 49660
231.723.6219
www.manisteeumc.org

Return Service Requested

Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

volunteerS 

neeDeD
 • Lay Readers - 1st Service
 •  Nursery Workers & Registration
 • Sunday School Teachers
 • Youth Group Helpers

Many hands make light work.  
Please contact the church office if you  

are able to help!


