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“Make followers of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”
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Continued on page 2.

 Well, it’s that time of year when school 
supplies are on sale and available in huge 
quantities.  Its back to school time and we 
mark the end of summer.  The salmon move 
up the river and it won’t be long before God 
pulls out his paintbrush and begins to adorn 
the landscape with the colors of Fall.  Color 
Tours bring people in from all over on buses 
just to see the magnificent colors here in this 
place we are blessed to call home.
 As we move into Fall, let me remind you 
of some dates and happenings that you will 
want to be sure and get on your calendar:
• September 10th is our Fall Kick-Off for 
Youth Ministries.
• September 19-23 is our Healing School 
offered here at the church.  
• October 1st, we will begin our 
church-wide study.  There is more 
information coming in the days 
ahead and additional information 
on page 3.
 In addition to these dates and 
events we also will be concluding 
our Discussion Group gatherings 
on September 6th.   We will be 
compiling the findings and apply-
ing them as we accomplish goals 
that have been set as a result of 
the Vital Church Initiative process 
that is continuing to help guide us 
forward.
 As we begin September, there 

is a new face in the church 
office.  Her name is Lindsay 
Hoeflinger, and she has already 
been a blessing to those of us who have been 
working with her.  Please stop in and intro-
duce yourself, or look for her and her family 
on Sunday mornings and get to know them.  
Lindsay’s title is “Communication Director” 
and she brings many gifts and talents that will 
enable her to make significant contributions 
in the days and years to come.
 Having shared all this, let me share 
with you some thoughts I have had over the 
events of the last month.  I have wondered 
if the celestial event of August 21st wasn’t 

Let Our Light Shine!
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The Hoeflinger Family
David, Lindsay, Elliot, Greyson, Quillen, Ransom

some kind of astrological metaphor for the days 
we live in.  What happened in Charlottesville, 
Virginia was tragic and so very sad.  I found 
myself wondering if this was indicative of 
where people are today in their thinking due to 
political frustration, the depersonalization of 
people and relationships due to social media, 
political correctness, or just the fact that we 
are living in the end times.  There is no doubt 
that evil seems to be rampant and darkness has 
covered the land. Just today, as I write this, ISIS 
claimed responsibility for a terror attack that as 
left 14 dead after a van was driven purposely 
into crowds of people in Barcelona, Spain.
 Many seem to have lost hope, and speak of 
what they believe has caused us to slip into a 
state of fear.  Here in Manistee we have heard 
the news of two murders in the last year, and 
saw pictures of swastikas drawn in permanent 
marker on the door of someone who had been 
part of a peaceful vigil.  
 I could not help but think of the words 
from Ephesians 6:12 where the Apostle Paul 
reminds us: Our struggle is not flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
 And remember the words of 1 John 4:4:  You, 
dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world.
 In the short book of Jude, we are told:  In the 
last times there will be scoffers who will follow 
their own ungodly desires.
 John, quoting Jesus in chapter 6 said, “I 
have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  
But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”
 All of this, combined with what is happening 
in our world, reminds me of the importance of 
prayer.  The days may be evil, but God is good. 

Continued from page 1. Draw near to God and God will draw near to you.
 We were told that Carbondale, Illinois would 
experience the longest period of darkness as a result 
of the eclipse.  The sun would be blotted out for 2 
minutes and 40 seconds.  Darkness has a way of 
drawing attention.  Many flocked to see the celestial 
event.  But it lasted only 2 minutes and 40 seconds.  
And then the sun emerged again.  Seemingly brighter 
than before.  After all, darkness has a way of making 
light bright…something about contrast.
 Perhaps the spiritual eclipse, and the resulting 
darkness our world is experiencing is the opportunity 
that the church has been waiting for.  Perhaps it is 
time for us to let our light so shine before others that 
they may see… 
 Father, may we be bearers of your light and love 
to a world caught up in darkness and hatred.  AMEN.
 Pastor John
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Cindy Dabbs
Jan Webb • Becky Scott

Dave Martus

Please Keep These People  
In Your Prayers

Bells of Praise handbell ministry will soon 
be starting a new season of glorifying God 
through music. We invite you to join us in this 
wonderful ministry! No previous experience 
is required. For more information, contact the 
director, Carol Worch at 510-2423 or email to 
cworch5@gmail.com We hope you can join us! 

Fall Sunday School!
We will be starting our new  

Sunday School topics for each age group on 
Sunday, September 3. 

PreK – 2nd Grade: Kingdom Safari - 
Animal-filled lessons that help kids 
explore God’s love
3rd – 5th Grade: Crime & Punishment – 
Explore God’s loving justice

HELP WANTED!!

 Often named “the fifth gospel,” the book of 
the prophet Isaiah has more to say about Israel’s 
coming Messiah than any other Old Testament 
book. Brilliant, courageous, uncompromising, this 
prophet declared that “the year of the LORD” had 
come and God’s people needed to either step up, 
or stand down. Indeed, when Isaiah spoke, kings 
trembled.
 But too often, when Isaiah speaks today, God’s 
people have trouble hearing. Why? We often miss 
the larger context. In The Epic of Eden: Isaiah, Dr. 
Sandra Richter takes participants back to the eighth 
century BCE. This eight-week study explains Isra-
el’s religion and economy, explores the definition 
and role of the prophets, and helps us to apply the 
message of this great champion of the faith to our 
lives today.
 Sunday Sermons Series will start Octo-
ber 1st. Friday morning group will begin on  
Sept. 29 at 9 a.m. Monday night group will 
begin Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. Please contact Lindsay 
in the church office or Pastor John if you 
would be willing to facilitate a small group.

Church-Wide Study



MANISTEE UMC, page 4

Don’t Forget Your
Secret Sister

Backpack Packing: Wed Sept. 20, 1:00 pm 

Perfect Peace 
 “You will keep him in  
perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on You, because he trusts 
in You..”  Isaiah 26:3
 Peace comes from keeping 
our minds on the Lord and His 
Word. Sometimes, we have to 
force ourselves to surrender to peace.  We have to 
choose to let peace rule, because at times our minds 
are filled with fear, overload, frustration and any 
number of peace robbers.
 If you need Jesus’ peace to rule your heart 
today, set your mind on Him. Don’t allow any 
thought that is not His character and His Word to 
have any place in your mind. Then…God’s perfect 
peace will rule!
 “…Let the peace of God rule in your hearts…” 
Colossians 3:15
 Are you anxious? agitated? or troubled?  
Would you like to talk with a friend?  Please call 
our Stephen Ministers… Betty at 723-9254 or 
Jeanne at 231-920-7511. 
 Support and encouragement for your grief 
journey Grief Share meets every Wednesday af-
ternoon at 3:00 PM in room 103 at the Manistee 
United Methodist Church Grief Share is a support 
group that meets weekly. You’ll find it to be a 
warm, caring environment and you will come to 
see your group as an “oasis” on your long journey 
through grief. There are three key parts to your 
Grief Share experience. 1)Leading grief recovery 
testimonies from the Video Seminar, 2)Small 
Group Discussion, and 3)the GriefShare Workbook 
which includes:  reading God’s Word, journaling 
and personal study exercises that reinforce the 
weekly session topics.  All this will bring you from 
“mourning to joy.”

Wednesdays • 3:00 p.m.
at the Church

in the passing of
Mary Jane Blakeslee
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M U M C  q u i l t i n g  g r o u p 
wi l l  mee t  9 :30  t o  noon  
or 6:30 to 8:30, Wed., Sep. 27th. 
The goal is to make quilts for 
charities, but new quilters are 
welcome to come and learn.  For 
information, call Joyce Brenner 
at 398-9205. 

WHAT IS 
INNER HEALING? 
 Inner healing is the healing of our mind, 
memories, and emotions. Sometimes called 
“healing of emotions,” or “healing of mem-
ories,” inner healing is a unique ministry 
which only Christ can do. 
 To receive Christ’s healing, we must 
dare to examine our past in His presence. We 
offer our deeply wounded hearts to Christ. 
We never need to deny the painful events that 
happened to us. They did happen. They hurt. 
Trying to move on or just “get over it,” will 
never heal the wound. 
 When we invite Christ into the memory 
(He was there anyway), He brings light into 
the darkness. Pain which resides in the mem-
ory is offered to Christ, who replaces it with 
peace. He replaces the lies we believe with 
truth. He frees us from bondages we often 
didn’t realize bound us. 
 Unhealed emotions often cause disease 
and block physical healing. In our scientific 
culture, we separate the body and the mind. 
We go to specialists who treat just our kid-
neys, our depression, or our heart. The Bible 
says we are fearfully and wonderfully made 
(Psalm 139:14). Specialization denies the 
intricate connection between body, mind 
and spirit. Healing of emotions often leads 
to physical healing. 
 While I am very grateful for doctors, no 
medical treatment can heal emotional pain. 
Doctors offer pills and counseling, but for 
the most part, those treatments are band-
aids that cover the sore rather than offering 
deep healing which only Christ can bring. 
Those treatments seek to ease the emotional 
upheaval that our pain occasions, but cannot 
enter the source of our pain – the wound from 
which our blood flows. 

Psalm 34:18 says, “The LORD is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Jesus 
wants us completely healed and set free. He says, “The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 
10:10 NRSV). Christ is our lover, provider, healer and 
deliverer. We will never experience abundance until we 
experience healing. 
 The Healing School, September 19-23, is a safe 
place to meet Christ and others on the journey with you. 
If you want more information about the Healing School, 
there are brochures in the church, you can speak with 
Pastor John or Dr. Bobby, and/or you can register on-line.
http://manisteeumc.org/calendar/healing-school-2017 
 Rev. Dr. Bobby Cabot 
 Kingdom Life Healing Ministries
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Coffee
with the

Pastor
Tuesdays

10 a.m.
@ Church

Lindsay, our new communications  
director is actively posting to the 

church’s Facebook page.  
If you’re on Facebook, make sure you 

are following Manisteeumc!

Are you getting our 
revamped E-News?

Stay current on what’s happening. 
Make sure we have your current 
email address. Call the office or 

email mumc@t-one.net

THE BIGGEST SHOW IN 
MANISTEE IS COMING
 Saturday, October 21, is the date for the Har-
vest Bazaar and Luncheon.  This UMW-sponsored 
event raises funds for missions to women and 
children around the world and locally.  As always, 
we need donations of crafts, jams and jellies, bake 
sale goodies, treasures from the attic (or back  
closet), items for “Putting on the Glitz”, and 
themed baskets of goodies for the Silent Auction.   
Silent Auction baskets could include gift certifi-
cates with associated items, a promise of a boat 
ride, a collection of kitchen, bath, or baby items or 
your creative idea.  They should be valued at least 
$25. All non-perishable items should be brought in 
on Oct. 18 or 19 and baked goods Friday or early 
Saturday by 9:00A.M.
 It’s a fun day to welcome Manistee in to our 
church as well as help provide for those in need.  
Save the date and bring a friend for our famous 
luncheon and a shopping treat. New members are 
especially welcomed to come help, have fun, and 
meet new friends.  Call Marianne at 586-917-8964 
or Mary at 723-6088 if you would like to help or 
have questions.

A CALL FOR QUILTS
 The quilt show at the bazaar has been such a 
success bringing folks into the event.  They love 
seeing those precious quilts, new, old and very 
old.  If you have one or more that were not shown 
in last year’s bazaar, please consider loaning it for 
two days and sharing any story it tells.  They can 
be in pristine condition or show the signs of much 
love and use.   Contact Betty Jo 723-2414
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If your birthday or 
anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the 

church office with your 
information.

July Birthdays
Al Elzinga
Karen Kimble
Kendra Thompson
Pauline Roberts
Kim Elzinga
Tom Thompson
David Hoeflinger
Kora Glass
Kazya Wolverton
Eli Folkersma
Journey Wolverton
Karlene Marsh
Mary Glover
Tom Brunner
Lorraine Swanson
Nathan Leino - Jones
Mark Hansen
Loretta Sleeman
Loraine Zielinski
Addy Witkowski
Cynthia Corey
Bill Hassinger
Kayla Leach
Arvid Johnson
Loren Bach
Todd Mallison
Mike Thompson
Patty Leino - Jones
Jack Sandstedt

Stephanie Fitzgerald
Don Strouf
Allen Gagstetter
Robyn Duffy

Anniversaries
Larry & Helen Leach
Rick & Marcia Schrock
Joe & Lindsay McIntyre
Bill & Ev Maguire
Jim & Tammy Messner
Jim & Sheila Heiser
Jim & Trudy Alexander
Al & Teresa Thompson
David & Cathy Lakos

To the Congregation, Leadership Team, 
Family and Friends,

 My retirement is a blessing 
but you made me feel more blessed by 
coming to my retirement celebration.  I 
can’t express my appreciation enough 
for the wonderful gift you gave me.  I 
had planned to go on a vacation after 
retirement.  Your gift suited the occa-
sion perfectly.  Working for the church 
for the last19 years makes me feel that 
the church is truly my family.  Thank 
you so much for the support and trust 
you bestowed on me all those years. I 
truly felt blessed after watching the 
skit you made just for me. Thank you 
for the love you never fail to offer, the 
help you never fail to give, and the 
laughter you never cease to share.  I 
will always be grateful to you for your 
thoughtfulness and your kindness.
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart

In Christian love and friendship,
Shirley



MANISTEE UMC, page 8

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide 
in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. John 15:4-5

Connect with God • Grow in Faith • Serve Others

A Welcome Word
is the newsletter of Manistee United Methodist Church

Deadline for articles is 9 a.m.on the 3rd Tuesday  
of each month to the church office.

The Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space.
Pastor - Rev. John Scott 

Director of Student Ministries - Andy Anderson 
Director of Children’s Ministries - Allie Anderson

Please join us for 
Sunday Worship Services:

Hymns 9:00 a.m. • Praise 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Sept.-May
Phone 231.723.6219 • Fax 231.723.5072
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Coming Events:
Sep. 3 Sunday School Starts
Sep. 19 Healing School Starts
Sep. 20 Blessings in a Backpack
Sep. 27 Quilting Groups
Sep. 29 Church-Wide Study Group Start
Oct. 10 Fall Youth Group Kick-off
Oct. 21 Harvest Bazaar & Luncheon
Oct. 22 Block Party
Oct. 23 Men’s Breakfast at Bungalow
Oct. 29 Charge Conference
Tuesdays ~ Coffee with the Pastor
Wednesdays ~ Grief Share

Missed a Sunday Sermon?
Listen to it on-line at

www.manisteeumc.org

Office Hours
Sep. - June

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.


